
 Congratulations to all the new Bridge members as 
of two weeks ago. We are ahead of the game and set 
to start off our new season and the year with a bang.  
Our cruise schedule and other events such as coop-
erative charting (which Nansemond River is hosting 
this year, see Frank for details) are set and we just 
need to wait for the dates to have a great time. Defi-
nitely something to look forward too if you are in to 
boating, socializing or just having a good time in gen-
eral. Additionally, the Educational Officer has a few  
classes scheduled for the near future if you are inter-
ested in expanding your boating knowledge or wish to 
teach an ABC class. So plenty of  things to do to keep 

 you occupied while we all wait for the spring weather to get our boats in order and ready to cruise.   
 I would like to thank all the outgoing Bridge members and appointed officers for the great support over the 
past year.  I think you all will agree we had a remarkable year and it all had to do with the excellent support of 
our Admin Officer, all of the Officer of the Days for the cruises and a whole bunch of folks who volunteered 
their time to make our organization better, more productive and fun.  I specifically would like to thank the 
Safety Officer, Bob Wallace SN as I forgot to recognize him during the Change of Watch ceremony….So, 
thank you Bob, you did a fantastic job keeping everyone safe and informed. 
 If you were unable to attend the Change of Watch, you missed a good one.  The Admin Officer really did a 
great job putting everything together and arranging the event. The food was excellent as well as the compa-
ny.  P/D/C Ralph Bernard, AP and his wife Nance (Absecon Island) represented the District as our swearing- 
in official again and I hope you got a chance to speak with them, they are great people and we really enjoyed 
having them again.  They have a standing invitation to attend ANY NRPS function throughout the year.  We 
hope to host them during our cruise to Cape Charles.   
 So we are off to a good start.  There is one change to the schedule that was published in January.  The 
Commander’s Reception has changed from Saturday 19 March to Sunday 20 March.  The time remains the 
same, 1300.  Julie and I are planning a Spring Fling (a good ole fashion cook out) to celebrate the arrival of 
warmer weather, the tulips and the pollen.  But most of all….getting our boats ready for the first cruise.   
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 We will provide the burgers, dogs and brats and 
ask everyone to bring a dish to share (something 
picnic related).  Speaking of the first cruise, I men-
tioned a possible date change at the COW.  It turns 
out the date will remain as planned, Friday 13 May 
to Smithfield Station.   
 Hope to see you at our next general meeting on 
8 March.  The Administrative Officer will have the 
cruise sign up sheets and there are a few OD spots 
remaining so let him know if you would like to host a 
cruise. 

Let’s have another great year, 
Nansemond River.  Here we go.   

 

 

Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
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  Boating season is almost here. I, along with the 
Commander, have put together our cruise schedule 
for the upcoming season. I have called each marina 
and made blanket reservations for 12 boats. It will be 
necessary for each member to call the marina and 
make their specific reservation. I will have the signup 
sheets available at the next general meeting on 8 
March with contact numbers.  
 

 Just to give everyone a heads up the cruise 
schedule is as follows: 
 *13-15 May  Smithfield Station 757-357-
7700  O.D.s     Lt/C HJ South, S & Mary 
 *10-12 June Tidewater Yacht for Harbor Fest 
757-393-2525  O.D.s  P/C Matt Schulz, P & Kim 
Schulz. P  
 *15-17 July  Cape Charles Harbor 757-331-
2357  O.D.s P/C Jack Eure, JN & Mary Ann 
 *19-21 August York River Yacht Haven  804-
642-2156  Co-O.D.s  Lt/C’s Frank Brown, AP-IN and 
Grace Brown, P,  Myself and Brenda Wallace, JN 
 *23-25 September Coinjock  252-453-3271 
O.D.s TBD 
 *28-30 October Tidewater Yacht  Halloween 
Cruise  757-393-2525  O.D.s  Cdr Doug Fisher, S & 
Julie Fisher 

 The D-5 Spring Conference will be held in Ocean 
City Maryland 1-3 April. As a reminder we, along 
with VA. Beach Sail and Power, will host a Friday 
night room with a knot tying theme. H.J. will provide 
the necessary materials for this entertainment. Par-
ticipants will be judged on accuracy and speed. For 
those desiring to attend reservations can be made 
by calling the Princess Royal Hotel at 877-995-7875. 
See Conference Registration form in this issue on 
page 7. 
 I would like to schedule some Day Cruises this 
year and will welcome any suggestions and com-
ments. I am looking forward to a very active and fun 
year.         

  Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
  
   Lt/C Frank Brown, 
          AP-IN 
 

 Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
 

Lt/C Bob Wallace, 
            SN

 The new year started off with a bang as our 
Change of Watch was a wonderful evening of shar-
ing the successes of our Squadron. Now we move 
into a new year with several opportunities for 
Nansemond River to be part of exciting times. 
 The Bridge officers will get their formal training at 
the annual D 5 Spring Conference at the Princess 
Royale Hotel in Ocean City, MD. The conference 
dates are 31 March—3 April. For the first time in 
quite a while, we will be hosting, in conjunction with 
Virginia Beach Sail & Power Squadron, a Hospitality 
Room for the Friday evening activity. Our theme with 
be “Knots”, with a chance to learn about and practice  
most used knots. We need your help in manning the 
room, providing treats (knotty pretzels, donuts, etc.) 
and to help in testing our visitors in “knot typing con-
tests”.  If you plan to attend the conference, let us 
know you can help!!  Of course, there will be other 
educational opportunities at this conference and we 
will be recognized at the No. 2 squadron for Vessel 
Safety Checks completed. 

 Our next activity out-
side the squadron is the 
Coop Charting confer-
ence, set for 6-7 May in 
Norfolk. We are hosting 
the event so we need help 
in handling the registration 
process on Friday evening 
and Saturday morning 
and in providing the lunch 
boxes on Saturday. Of 
course, the Coop Charting 
training will prepare our 
members to accept the 

responsibility of working with the National Oceanic 
and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) in reviewing 
and updating a selected chart in our boating area. 
Registration forms will be available at our next meet-
ing and online under the Events page. 
 The Vessel Safety Check committee is under my 
department so, in conjunction with chairman P/C 
Larry Rountree AP, we want to get the new year off 
with a bang. The decals are in-house and available. 
Our 354 checks last year has us feeling proud but 
challenged. So our goal for 2016 is a 10% increase 
to 390. To do this we all need to be on the lookout \ 
 

XO Article Continued on Page 3 
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 March will be our first ABC3 class for 2016. The 
word went out on Saturday 24 January, and we 
have currently signed up 14 folks for this class. We 
were up to 18 but 4 dropped out to take the class 
given at Bass Pro Shop. 
 While I was on a business trip to Pearl Harbor 
recently, I heard a news report about a boating acci-
dent where a diver was killed when an inflatable 
boat ran over him.  The report when on to say that 
the boat operator didn’t have the boat safety course 
and charges were pending.  This was disturbing to 
hear when maybe a safe boating course could have 

prevented this loss of 
life.  Just a reminder 
to all of us how im-
portant safe boating 
knowledge really is. 
 All states, territo-
ries, and provinces 
will recognize boating 
education cards that 
meet NASBLA re-
quirements and Ca-
nadian Pleasure 
Craft Operator Cards 
that meet Transport 
Canada’s require-
ments. (This is 
known as 
“reciprocity.”) 

 When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, call 
or send  me an e-mail if you have any ideas or re-
quests for a class or seminar.  I can be reached by 
email at hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757) 
580-6774. 
 Just another reminder - please share with all 
your boating friends - beginning this year, all motor-
boat operators, regardless of age, shall meet the 
state requirements by 1 July, 2016 (see November’s 
issue of The Nansemond Light for the complete 
list!)   

 
 

      

 Educational 
    Officer’s Report 
  
  Lt/C H.J. South, S 
          

 

XO Report Cont’d. from Pg. 2 
 

for opportunities to provide this service. National Safe 
Boating week is 21-27 May and we’ll be doing some-
thing that week. But most checks are done at home 
marinas, personal docks and for trailered boats. Let 
us know of any opportunities to help us reach our 
goal.  Also, if you are interested in becoming a Ves-
sel Examiner, let us know and we will get the study 
materials to you and follow up with the required test-
ing and mentoring. 
 Local activity of interest soon is the Hampton 
Boat Show, the same weekend as Ocean City. If you 
can’t be with us, the show is Friday thru Sunday at 
the Hampton Roads Convention Center. Admission is 
$8 for Adults, 12 and under is Free as is parking. 

 CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2016 
 

Next ABC3 Class—Will be held in March,   
 Suffolk Fire Station #5, Bridge Rd., 

   Suffolk 
  Day 1   Saturday,  12 March 
   0900 to 1400 hrs. 
  Day 2  Monday, 14 March 
   1800 to 2100 hrs. 
  Day 3  Wednesday, 16 March 
   1800 to 2100 hrs. 
 

Piloting - Date under review 
Instructor Development - 
   Date under review 
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2016– Change of Watch and Banquet 
13 February, 2016  *  Nansemond River Golf Club, Suffolk VA 

 Our Change of Watch 2016 was a gala and festive occasion. Social 
hour was popular as were the bar and the hors d'oeuvres. There was 
great attendance by our squadron members and a wonderful meal fea-
turing a choice of pork tenderloin or salmon, both of which were 
scrumptious from all reports! Our special guests were Past D5 Com-
mander Ralph Bernard, AP and his wife Nance, invited to install our 
2016-2017 Bridge. 

 And we had 11 NRPS Past 
Commanders in attendance, as 
well as 2 Past Commanders from 
other squadrons! 
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2016– Change of Watch and Banquet 
13 February, 2016  *  Nansemond River Golf Club, Suffolk VA 

Doug was in the 
unique position of de-
livering his thank you 
speech as the outgoing 
commander...and then 
was installed as our 
new commander and 
set the tone in the up-
coming year! 

 On the comic side, Grace 
Brown was the recipient of the in-
famous George award, presented 
to the squadron member for boat-
ing mishap of the year-and she 
has the broken arm to show for her 
endeavors at boat decorating from 
our Halloween cruise last fall! 

On the serious side, P/C Art Aikin, 
SN was honored with the George 
A. Morrison Memorial award in 
recognition for all he had done for 
NRPS this past year-mentored  as 
assistant SEO, taught the Partner 
in Command class, was a Vessel 
Examiner, a cruise OD, and was 
certified in first aid support. 



            March Birthdays 
 

  Lanny Horn, AP-IN    9 March 
  Mary Ann Eure     11 March 
  Carl Farris       15 March 
  Sarah Curling, S    16 March 
  Kevin Curling, S     19 March 
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 Safety 
  Officer’s Report 
     
    Lt Susan Faurot, S 

            

skin is blistered and or weeping. Do not pop the blis-
ters or apply any kind of ointment or antiseptic spray. 
Treat the same as first degree unless extensive 
which requires emergency care. Third degree full 
thickness burns the skin may look white, gray or 
charred requiring medical intervention. Don’t remove 
any burned tissue or material like clothing. Feeling 
may be diminished due to nerve damage. Treat the 
same as first and second degree and watch for signs 
of shock. Critical burns require medical attention. In-
cluding  even  a first degree if large areas of the body 
or certain parts of the body require emergency treat-
ment. Things to watch for are difficult breathing, co-
vers more than one body part and if it affects the 
head, neck, hands, feet or genitalia. Partial or full 
thickness burns from fire, hot grease, chemicals, ex-
plosion or electrical also require medical attention. 
 

 Allergic Reactions 
Severe allergic reactions must be treated as an 
emergency and can occur with the ingestion of poi-
son foods, insect bites, marine life which may lead to 
anaphylaxis. These symptoms include flushing, itch-
ing, swelling of the throat or tongue. Redness of the 
skin usually the face and chest may get urticaria 
(welts). 
They may have shortness of breath, wheezing, 
cough and tightness in the chest. Check if they have 
an epinephrine pen and one should have oral antihis-
tamines like Benadryl, which will treat symptoms 
temporarily  

  Emergency Boating 
Medical Emergencies 

 

 Fractures 
When encountering a fracture do not attempt to set 
or force fractures or dislocations back into place. 
Splint the affected area to immobilize it with a 
newspaper, magazine, paddle or pillow. Apply ice 
and elevate.  Spinal and head injuries should be 

stabilized in line to minimize movement. If angled 
to one side or complains of pain or muscle spam 
support it in the position found.  Watch for respira-
tory problems and maintain airway. 
 

 Burns 
There are three basic classifications. First degree 
is superficial with red skin. Immerse in cool water 
(no ice) and cover dressing or cloth soaked in wa-
ter. Second degree or partial thickness burns the  
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There’s Still Time 
to Register 

for the D5 Spring 
Conference  

Ocean City MD 
31 March-3 April 

2016 
at the Princess 
Royale Hotel! 



 

Nansemond River Power Squadron 

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway 

Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following 
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of inter-
est to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for 
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Pow-
er Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

 

2015-2016 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 
   Educational Officer    Lt/C H.J. South, S 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Bob Wallace, SN 
   Secretary        Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Mary Fisher, AP 
   Safety Officer      Lt Susan Faurot, S 

 

 8 March      General Squadron Meeting 
         George’s Steakhouse 
         Holland Road, Suffolk, VA 
 
 

 31 March-3 April   D5 Spring Conference 
         Princess Royale Hotel 
         Ocean City MD 
 
 

 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 


