
 

Cdr Doug Fisher, S 

  Hopefully this article finds you and yours well 
and all your summer projects coming to fruition.  Our 
cruise to Coinjock a few weeks ago was fantastic.  P/
C Art Aikin, SN and Gail Aikin, S  did one heck of a 
job putting the weekend together and all who attend-
ed had a great time.  Although the weather was ridic-
ulously hot, the food at the world famous Coinjock 
Marina restaurant was the best, service was on point 
and the marina staff treated us like we were long lost 
friends.  I think this cruise might become a regular 
event as all boats expressed their desire to return.  Of 
course the trip was not without its quirks.  A couple of  

boats experienced the BOAT or “break out another thou” syndrome.  Unfortunately two boats had to stay be-
hind to have work done and they completed half the cruise on one engine (I call that character building.) Albe-
it it slow, they made it to the marina safely and got to experience what our squadron is all about.  There was 
an in the water underway personnel transfer from one boat to another so one of our seasoned members 
could assist in trouble shooting one of the vessels on one engine. However, the process was not successful 
as the problem could not be repaired while underway.  Just having another member on board the stricken 
vessel provided a big boost in confidence and showed what our members are willing to do in order to assist in 
time of need.  Thanks to P/C’s Norman Fisher, AP and Mary Fisher, AP and Merry Gail for reminding all of us 
what our organization is all about.   
 

 The Gatling Pointe Boat Expo and Extravaganza went well.  Lt/C’s Frank Brown, AP-IN and Grace Brown, 
P and I manned the NRPS tent and had quite a bit on interest in our organization.  The event was well attend-
ed and raised thousands of dollars for veterans from Isle of Wright County.     
 

 As of 20 July 2015 our Executive Officer and Secretary resigned from the bridge.  Janet Horn, AP and Lan-
ny Horn, AP realized that serving on the bridge does not fit into their current situation so they decided to step 
back.  They both will remain NRPS members as they have a great many friends and enjoy all the activities 
and civic events NRPS participates in.  So, unfortunately I accepted their resignations and thanked them for 
serving on our bridge.   
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 Past Commander Lin Hanbury, AP and his gra-
cious wife Cheryl have volunteered to fill the vacan-
cies on the bridge for the remainder of my term as 
Commander.  The executive committee voted unan-
imously to accept them as temporary appointed of-
ficers per our by-laws, in the event of resignation 
from office, the executive committee shall appoint 
the officer to serve for the remainder of the current 
commander’s term.   
 

 Commander’s Article Continued on Page 7 
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 The most rewarding part of this job is when 
the squadron tries “something new” and goes on a 
cruise to a new destination. Although many of our 
members have journeyed the Intracoastal Water 
Way into North Carolina and points south, we had 
not taken a cruise as a squadron that way for some 
time. 

 Our Christmas in July Cruise did just that. 7 
boats headed south (only 5 returned but that’s anoth-
er story.)  ODs P/Lt/C Gail, S and P/C Art Aikin, SN 
did a fantastic job leading the way. Santa even 
showed up to see that NRPS was being nice, not 
naughty. The trip to and from was wonderful. 
Coinjock Marina’s Louis was a wonderful host 

With the approval of changing our date for 
the Change of Watch, I am pleased to announce our 
Change of Watch will be held on Saturday, 13 Febru-
ary 2016 at the Nansemond River Golf Club. Mark 
the date now, 

We have 3 more cruises coming up 
(Smithfield, Deltaville and York River Yacht Club.)  
Our next big item (in early November) is the fundrais-
ing Auction (and fun night.)  I am putting out a call to 
our membership for support for this annual event. 
Set up and take down, food preparation, liquid re-
freshment coordination, finance support, auction 
items, and silent auction are the primary areas in 
which I need support. If you can help please let me 
know. I will have a sign-up sheet starting at our Au-
gust meeting. 

 Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
 

Lt/C Frank Brown, 
        AP-IN

        June Birthdays 
 

  Margaret Mills        8 August 
  Rex Stone, P       16 August 
  Brenda Wallace, JN    20 August 
  P/C Jack Eure, JN     29 August 
  P/D/C Drex Bradshaw, AP  31 August 
    

 CPR & First Aid for Boaters  
 Nansemond River Power Squadron is pleased to 
sponsor a CPR and First Aid Course designed espe-
cially for boaters. The program, taught by American 
Heart Association Certified Instructors who are all 
USPS members, covers the following topics:  
 

CPR for Adults and Children/with and without face 
mask  

Automatic External Defibrillator (AED) Training  

First Aid Basics  

Medical Emergencies  

Injury Emergencies  

Environmental Emergencies  

*Special Medical Concerns and Emergencies for 
Boaters*  
 

 Upon completion of the training, students will re-
ceive an American Heart Association Course Com-
pletion Card in CPR & First Aid. This certification 
card is accepted by the USPS for anyone needing 
certification for BOC and by the USCG for Captain’s 
License requirements. It has a two-year expiration 
date.  
 Date: 26 September 2015  
 Time: 8:00 AM – 5:00 PM  
 Location: D-Dock Training Rm, 2nd Floor  
 Tidewater Marina (TYA)  
 10 Crawford Dr., Portsmouth, VA 23704  
 Cost: CPR & First Aid: $75.00*  
 

An AHA approved CPR Face Mask is required for 
this course. If you do not have one, a mask will be 
available for purchase at the class for $15.00.  
 

  For more information or to register for the course, 
contact:  

Julie Fisher  
238 Pinner Street  
Suffolk, VA 23434  

757-539-2763  
 

 This portion of the training was developed by Dr. 
James A. Brown, JN (USCG Licensed Master and 
member of the Rockville Sail & Power Squadron)  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Use of American Heart Association materials in an educational course 
does not represent course sponsorship by the American Heart Associa-
tion. Any fees charged for such a course, except for a portion of fees 
needed for AHA course materials, do not represent income to the Associ-
ation. 

“Prevention is, as in other aspects of seamanship, 
better than cure.” 

 
-  Sir Robin Knox-Johnston 
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Well it’s August already and the boating season is mov-

ing quickly … 
 

The following is info on a First Aid for Boaters 

class that we’ve scheduled for Saturday 26 Septem-

ber 0800-1700 hrs. at Tidewater Yacht Marina in the 

class room on D dock., 2nd deck:  

  CPR & First Aid for Boaters  The USPS Safety 

Committee is pleased to offer a CPR and First Aid 

Course designed especially for boaters.  

In conjunction with USPS , American Heart Associa-

tion Certified Instructors cover many topics (See 

Page 2 for the “flyer” all the information on the CPR 

class and how to register! Any Questions, call Julie 

Fisher) 

 Upon completion of the training, students will re-

ceive an American Heart Association Course Com-

pletion Card in CPR & First Aid.  This certification 

card is accepted by the USPS for anyone needing 

certification for BOC and by the USCG for Captain’s 

License requirements.  It has a two-year expiration 

date.   

The cost of the class will be $95; we’re hoping for 

about 12 folks to sign up for this class.  We’ll be 

sending out an e-mail covering the details of the 

training and asking for your reply so that we can es-

tablish a list. 

 When you’re reading this month’s newsletter, call 
or send  me an e-mail if you have any ideas or re-
quests for a class or seminar.  I can be reached by 
email at hjsouth@outlook.com or by phone at (757)
580-6774. 
 

CLASS SCHEDULES/
OPPORTUNITIES FOR 2015 

 
CPR & First Aid for Boaters 
  Saturday 26 September 
 

Piloting - Date under review 
 

Instructor Development - Date under re-
view 

 

Next ABC3 Class—Date under review 

      

 Educational 
    Officer’s Report 
  
  Lt/C H.J. South, S 
          

 

 Doug and Frank (and Grace) man the NRPS tent 
at the recent Gatling Pointe Boat Expo sponsored 
jointly by the Gatling Pointe Boaters Club and IVET 
(Institute for Veterans Education and Training). A lot 
of good boat safety material was handed out & many 
questions about Power Squadrons were answered.                           

D5 Summer 
Rendezvous 

 

 Frank and Grace 
Brown represented 
NRPS at the D5 Sum-
mer Rendezvous 23-26 
July in Solomons, MD. 
Several fun activities 
were planned, the high-
light of which was a 
cruise down the Patux-
ent River aboard the 
historic Wm. B. Ten-
nison, a buyboat built 
in 1899! Then there 
was a tour of the Cal-
vert Marine Museum. A 
fun Luau  was held Fri-
day Night and a Ban-
quet on Saturday. Dur-
ing the Opening Cere-
monies, Frank sang 
our Nation’s Anthem. 
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“Christmas in July” Intercoastal Waterway Cruise 

9-12 July 2015, Coinjock Marina, North Carolina 

What a fun 
cruise down in 
Intercoastal...7 
NRPS boats 

making the trip 
as we celebrat-
ed “Christmas 

in July”. 
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“Christmas in July” Intercoastal Waterway Cruise 

9-12 July 2015, Coinjock Marina, North Carolina 

The weather 
was hot, 
storms 

loomed, but 
we still had 
a blast un-

der the 
tents. 

Kudo’s 
to Art 

and Gail 
Aikin for 
a Great 
Job as 
OD’s! 
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 A very useful safe boating App is available from 
the US Coast Guard.  This is a clip from the Coast 
Guards web site explaining the App.  As the Safety 
Officer I recommend all Power Squadron members at 
least check it out if you have a smart phone.  The App 
contains all kinds of safe boating information includ-
ing current weather conditions, buoy readings, tides, 
ability to file a float plan and email to a loved one or 
friend.  It is pretty amazing and it is absolutely FREE.  
Check it out here:    http://www.uscg.mil/mobile/  
 

The USCG Boating Safety App 
features include: 

 

 As the nation's recreational boating safety coordi-
nator, the Coast Guard works to minimize loss of life, 
personal injury, property damage, and environmental 
harm. Our boating safety program involves public ed-
ucation programs, regulation of boat design and con-
struction, approval of boating safety equipment, and 
vessel safety checks for compliance with federal and 
state safety requirements. The Coast Guard Mobile 
App supports these missions by providing the essen-
tial services and information most commonly request-
ed by boaters.  
Features of the app include: state boating infor-
mation; a safety equipment checklist; free boating  
 

 

 Safety 
  Officer’s Report 
     
    Lt Bob Wallace, SN 

            

safety check requests; navigation rules; float plans;  
And calling features to report pollution or suspicious 
activity. When location services are enabled, users 
can receive the latest weather reports from the clos-
est National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion weather buoys as well as report the location of a 
hazard on the water. 
 

 Find the latest safety regulations 
 Request a vessel safety check 
 Check your safety equipment 
 File a float plan 
 Navigation Rules 
 Find the nearest NOAA buoy 
 Report a hazard 
 Report pollution 
 Report suspicious activity 
 Request emergency assistance  
 

About the App 
 

 The app also features an Emergency Assistance 
button which, with locations services enabled, will 
call the closest Coast Guard command center.  
 The Boating Safety Mobile app was not designed 
to replace a boater's marine VHF radio, which the 
Coast Guard strongly recommends all boaters have 
aboard their vessels. The app was mainly designed 
to provide additional boating safety resources for 
mobile device users.  
 The app is self-contained, so personal infor-
mation is stored on the phone and is not sent to the 
Coast Guard unless the user chooses to send it. 
The Coast Guard does not track a user's location, 
and the app does not track a user's location unless 
the app is being used. 

http://www.uscg.mil/mobile/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G0w9djzSjxc&feature=youtu.be
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Commander’s Article, Cont’d. from Pg. 1 
 

 I greatly appreciate Lin and Cheryl’s sacrifice and 
assistance in order to keep the bridge running 
smoothly.  I welcome them and will administer the 
oath of office for both of them during the next Gen-
eral Meeting.  I look forward to working with the new 
addition to our team and eager to get to it. 

   
 The Smithfield cruise is right around the corner.  
Lt/C HJ South, S and Mary South have let a little in-
formation slip out as to their plans for the cruise to 
pork city.  It sounds like it is going to be an event not 
to miss.  If you cannot cruise your boat, look into 
staying at Smithfield station.  They have lots of 
rooms available and I think you will be amazed.  
More to follow. See you at the next General Meeting, 
Georges Steak House 11 Aug 2015 at 1830. 

 

 PIGS IN PARADISE 

            
Smithfield Station         August 14 – 16 

 

H.J. & Mary South join with Debbie & Butch Baxter as ODs—they extend a warm welcome! 
 

FRIDAY: Arrival, dinner in the restaurant 6:00 p.m.  “Pig out” on delicious cuisine! 

SATURDAY: Brunch on the dock at 10:00; please bring a dish to share 

SATURDAY AFTERNOON: Gather under the “Pig Top” (AKA Big Top….very large 

shade providing tent) about 5:00 for “Pigtails” (AKA cocktails) followed by a “Pig Pickin”; 

BBQ provided, please bring a side dish to share.  Fun and games to follow. 

SUNDAY:   Depart for home 

ALOHA……OINK ! 

NRPS Recognizes its own “Life Savers” 

At our last General 
Meeting on 14 July, 
Cdr Doug, Lt/C HJ 
and P/C Larry recog-
nized those in NRPS 
who have served as 
Instructors for our ex-
tensive boating cours-
es, and as Vessel Ex-
aminers.  Recognized 
were: P/C’s Art Aikin, 
SN; Fletcher Beadles, 
AP; Tom Chapman, 
SN; Bob Eure, AP; 
Norman Fisher, AP; 
Lin Hanbury, AP; 
Mike Michaels, AP; 
Ron Murphy, AP; Lar-
ry Rountree, AP; Lilly 
Stone, AP; Jack 
Stroud, AP; Donnie 
Weaver, AP; P/D/C 
Drex Bradshaw, AP, 
Cdr Doug, Lt/C Frank 
Brown, AP-IN, Lts 
Butch Baxter, P; and  
Bob Wallace, SN. Al-
so Lanny Horn, AP-
IN; Brenda Wallace, 
JN; and Gene Mon-
roe, AP-IN. Thank you 
one and all! 



 

Nansemond River Power Squadron 

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway 

Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following 
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of inter-
est to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for 
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Pow-
er Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
Editor: Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

 

2015-2015 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Doug Fisher, S 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Lin Hanbury, AP 
   Educational Officer    Lt/C H.J. South, S 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 
   Secretary        Lt/C Cheryl Hanbury 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Grace Brown, P 
   Safety Officer      Lt Bob Wallace, SN 

 

11 August     General Meeting 
        George’s Steakhouse, Suffolk VA 
 

14-16 August    “Pigs in Paradise” Cruise 
        Smithfield Station Marina 
        Smithfield VA 
 

25-30 August    United States Power Squadron 
         Governing Board 
        Manchester Grand Hyatt 
        San Diego CA 

 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 


