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Cdr Rana Weaver, AP 

 After the past couple of weeks, I am very 
thankful that I live in the southern part of Virginia 
where we hardly ever see snow.  Hopefully you 
took the time this fall to do a little boat winteriza-
tion because we have already seen some cold 
days and nights!  Donnie has never been thankful 
to be cold, but he said just last week that he was 
glad he was just cold and not snowed in!  I hope 
this is not a sign of the winter to come because I 
am the girl who prayed for all of those above 90 
degree days that we had last summer (and I pray 
more will be coming soon)!   
     Well, 2014 is coming to a close.  Wow, it has 
been a fast but fantastic year!  We have had an 

Commander Rana 

excellent 50
th
 Anniversary Year in my opinion.  We have enjoyed some great fellowship as well as 

food and drinks (of course)!  All of our cruises and events have been well attended and enjoyed by 
all.  Good job to all of those that helped with their planning and all of those who came and enjoyed 
them.  I would like to extend a big thanks to all of you who have taken an active part in the events of 
NRPS this year!!   It is because of you and your efforts that we are the BEST Squadron in USPS®!!     
     The NRPS 50

th
 Anniversary edition cookbooks are going fast!  We only have 32 left and probably 

even less at the time of this printing or emailing.  Don’t forget they make great Christmas gifts at only 
$9! Just call Lt Grace Brown, P or Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN for your copy! 
     Please give a round of applause to all of our Nansemond River Power Squadron Vessel Safety 
Examiners for a job well done.  After completing just over #250 VSCs in 2013, I thought it was a 
stretch when I set the 2014 goal at #275 VSCs.  Wow I never would have dreamed that we would go 
over #300!!!!  WoooHoooo!!!  Great job examiners!!  Big thanks to P/C Larry Rountree, AP for being 
the organizer of this program.  Thanks to P/Lt/C Bill Kelly, AP for his extraordinary computer skills.  
Bill, please know that NRPS will reimburse you for all of the bandages and ointment that you needed 
for your sore fingers from entering all of those VSCs online this year.    

      Remember in December there will not be a 

general meeting.  I hope to see all of you at the 

Weaver barn for the Nansemond River Power 

Squadron’s annual Christmas party on the 7 De-

cember from 1500-1800 (details on Pg. 5).  

Bring an hors d'oeuvre, chair and an oyster knife 

and glove (if you will be shucking oysters).  If 

you are not able to be at this fun event, I wish 

you and your family a very Merry Christmas and 

a Happy New Year!  Be safe! 

Happy Holidays to All Our Members 



  Executive 
  Officer’s Report 
  
   Lt/C Doug Fisher 
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     Administrative 
    Officer’s Report 
  
    Lt/C Lanny Horn, 
         AP-IN 
 

Good Day Boaters 
 

 It is that time of the year again…..yes, Thanksgiv-
ing, Black Friday then Christmas, and all the mad-
ness of the holiday season.  Sometimes it is just nice 
to take a step back and reflect on events of the past 
summer and how relaxing the boating weekends 
were.  With anxiety running high, you can step away 
from your craziness and go down to the boat and 
perhaps…..just sit in the electrically heated cabin 
with a hot toddy or cup of coffee.  Of course while 
you sit there, the only thing you can think about is 
the NEXT project you need to tackle on your floating 
palace.  At least that is how it works for me……alas, 
not sure if that is relaxing or not but at least you get 
away from the daily grind for a minute or two.  
 Or, if you a looking for something more enlighten-
ing or educational, you can attend the National Con-
ference in Jacksonville Fl.  If you haven’t attended a 
national meeting before and are planning to attend 
the upcoming 2015 Annual Meeting in Jacksonville, 
Florida, we have lots of helpful information to share 
and an invitation to a special reception on Friday just 
for first timers. Once you register, you will receive a 
special gift and raffle item! When you register, please 
indicate that this is your first meeting.  
Or USCG Publishes Two Changes 
Affecting Boating Safety Education 
 First, the USCG published the new USCG Navi-
gation Rules and Regulations Handbook, August 
2014 Edition, which supersedes USCG Comman-
dant Instruction M16672.2D Navigation Rules: Inter-
national-Inland.  
   Second, the Coast Guard has issued a final rule to 
remove references to type codes in its regulations on 
the carriage and labeling of Coast Guard-approved 
personal flotation devices. This change will facilitate 
future incorporation of new industry consensus 
standards for PFD labeling that more effectively con-
vey safety information; it is a step toward harmoniza-
tion of regulations with PFD requirements.  Addi-
tionally, some members of Nansemond River Power 
Squadron have broached this topic of influencing 
legislative affairs that affect boaters and water ways.  
USPS rules do not allow individual squadrons to un-
dertake their own legislative initiatives while repre-
senting or using the name of United States Power 
Squadron.  Now you can have a say.    
 

EXO Report Continued on Page 3 

 Fall has certainly arrived with a vengeance!  The 
extreme cold temperatures and heavy snow fall in 
other parts of the country makes me think it is going 
to be a long winter for many people.  Thankfully we 
don’t get such severe winter weather! 
 The boating season for the squadron has come to 
an end. All who joined Doug & Julie Fisher earlier 
this month really enjoyed themselves. What a great 
way to wrap up a great cruising season for NRPS! 
 Our auction was held on 1 November and it was 
a great success.  Everyone had a good time, the 
food was great and the auction was a lot of fun.  We 
started a little earlier than in previous years and the 
auction ended earlier than in the past, which was the 
desire of our membership.  Once again this year, we 
had some great items that were auctioned off.  After 
all expenses were paid, we had a net profit of 
$1,720.17!  My sincere thanks to everyone on the 
auction committee and to the members who attend-
ed the auction and helped us with another success-
ful fundraiser for our squadron! 
 With the holidays fast approaching, I want to re-
mind everyone to pick up some of our cookbooks, if 
you haven’t already done so.  They make great 
Christmas gifts and at the same time help support 
our squadron.  With the cookbooks we have sold so 
far, we have covered the production costs for the 
books.  All the books we sell now will be our profit.  
We appreciate your help with all the recipes and to 
those who have purchased the cook books! 
 Don’t forget to make your calendars for the COW 
(see slate of nominations for the 2015-16 Bridge on 
Pg. of this publication) next year, which will be on 
Saturday, 7 March. I will have all the details of the 
meeting & signup sheets at 13 Jan 2015 meeting. 
 Janet and I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving 
and we hope to see everyone at the squadron 
Christmas party at the Weaver barn on Sunday 7 
December! 

“Reaction-a boat which is going against the current 
but which does not prevent the river from flowing 
on.” 

-Victor Hugo 
 

“Being on a boat that’s moving through the water, 
it’s so clear. Everything falls into place in terms of 
what’s important and what’s not.” 

-James Taylor 
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  Educational 
  Officer’s Report 
 

Lt/C Frank Brown, 
        AP-IN

This certainly has been an interesting time as our 
nominating committee has worked very hard to fill all 
the slots for our upcoming Bridge. Thanks to all who 
have stepped up to ensure continued Educational 
Excellence for NRPS and our members. H.J. South 
has agreed to stand for election. P/C Art Aikin, SN 
has agreed to stand for Assistance SEO, providing a 
valuable and extensive knowledge base to support 
H.J. Susan Faurot, S will be one of our Local Board 
Chairs, supporting our overall change in our ap-
proach to the Education Department. If you are in-
terested in supporting these folks, please let me 
know now and we can include you in our appoint-
ments that will be made by the new Commander af-
ter election. 

Now, on to Education for our members. We will 
have a Seamanship Class starting in January. We 
have at least 15 members who are perfect candi-
dates to take this first class in our Advanced Clas-
ses. The class is 8 weeks long and I am looking at a 
Thursday evening class. A sign up sheet will be 
available at the Christmas Party to get your name on 
line as soon as the dates are set. We also will be 
holding an Instructor Development class for those of 
you who are interested in becoming certified to help 
us teach the ABC3 Safe Boating Class (there will be 
at least two of them this next season.) The ID class 
is about 6 weeks in length. 

After the Seamanship class finishes, we will be 
scheduling a Piloting Class. We currently have 6 
members who have earned the Seamanship Grade 
and then we’ll have graduates from the class held in 
Jan-Feb time frame. Following up right away with 
the Piloting class makes sense. 

There will be a Partner in Command seminar 
scheduled once the weather breaks and we can be 
on-the-water for the main part of this seminar. Part 
is done with classroom interaction, then the fun be-
gins behind the wheel on the water. 

Plan on taking some classes – whether the Ad-
vanced Grade classes or seminars. The 2-hour 
seminars are enjoyable (and there is NO TEST). 
Have an idea for a class? Let me know. Call 279-
0812 or e-mail at frank.brown@gmail.com. 

 

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2015 
 

SEAMANSHIP  
 Instructors: TBA 
 Jan-Mar – 8 weeks on Thursday evening 

  Looking at Chuckatuck Fire Station 
 

INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT 
 Instructor: Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 
 TBA as determined 
 

PILOTING 
 Instructors:  P/C Fletcher Beadles, AP 
 Upon completion of Seamanship Class 
 Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP-IN 
 Main Street Methodist Church, Suffolk 
 

Put education and fun on your calendar! 

In Memoriam 
 

Sylvia 
Brown 
Pond 

 

1 April 1940-
25 Nov 2014 

 Sylvia was a longtime fixture, along with 
her husband Dick Pond, P, of the Nansemond 
River Power Squadron. We always enjoyed 
having her with us at our meetings, functions 
and on cruises.  She could always be counted 
upon when needed for any event. Sylvia was 
very active in her church, West End Baptist in 
Suffolk, and a past Board of Trustees member 
for Nansemond Suffolk Academy. Sylvia, you 
will be missed by all of us here at NRPS! 

EXO Report Cont’d from Pg. 2 
 
The Legislative Leadership Initiative….  Help influ-
ence opinion and policy! The Board of Directors has 
approved a new policy facilitating legislative lobby-
ing, and the Government and Partner Relations 
Committee needs your help to deliver our policy 
messages to local legislators while promoting boat-
ing safety and education. We provide training, orien-
tation and messaging. You meet with your legislator 
and advocate for USPS® and our board-approved 
policies.  Finally, our deepest sympathies go out to 
the Pond Family with the passing of Sylvia.  She in-
fluenced our lives in many ways, both in the power 
squadron and as a friend.  It was always great to see 
her and Dick backing that boat into the dock because 
you would instantly know there was going to be 
some southern hospitality and friendship.  She will be 
forever loved and missed.     

mailto:lilly.stone@gte.net
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NRPS’s Last Cruise of the Season...Fall Pub Crawl! 

7-9 November, Hampton City Piers...6 of 7 Hampton Pubs Visited in 5 hours! 

December Birthdays 
 
George Berry      6 December 
Lt Grace Brown, P     9 December 
Ben Brown       18 December 
Richard Pond, P     25 December 
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Report of the Nominating Committee 
Slate for 2015-2016 Nansemond River Power Squadron Bridge 

Nansemond River Power Squadron 
Christmas Party 

7 December     1500-1800 hours 
 

Weaver Barn Godwin Blvd., 
(Rt. 10) in Suffolk 

 

Bring an hors’ oeuvres, your chairs and 
your oyster knives! 

Interested in the Seamanship Class & Work On-Line?  Here’s Your Opportunity... 

 Building on the basics of recreational boating presented in the public boating 
courses, Seamanship adds foundational information for continuing boater educa-
tion. The course contents should facilitate knowledge development for increased 
safe operation of recreational boats and provide the basis for completion of USCG 
licensing examination. Emphasis within the course has been placed on higher lev-
el boating skills, rules of the road, and marlinspike. This course lasts approximate-
ly 8 weeks or 24 hours of class time. 
  New lessons are released at your own pace.    Cost: $85.00 
Instructor: United States Power Squadron 
 

Go to www.usps.org for further information 

Commander     Executive Officer 
DOUG FISHER    LANNY HORN, AP-IN 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
     Secretary       Treasurer  
 JANET HORN, AP  GRACE BROWN, P 
 

Assistant Education Officer 
P/C ART AIKIN, SN  

 

Audit Committee 
P/C MARY FISHER, AP, Chair 

P/Lt/C GAIL AKIN, S  CHERYL HANBURY 

Administrative Officer    Education Officer 
FRANK BROWN, AP-IN  HJ SOUTH 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Members-At-Large 
BETTY SUE BURRIS, P  SUSAN FAUROT,S 

P/C MARY FISHER, AP 
 

Rules Committee 
P/C BOB EURE, AP, Chair 
P/C DONNIE WEAVER, AP 

P/C LIN HANBURY, AP 
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    Safety Officer’s 
    Report 
 
   Lt/C Frank Brown, 

             AP-IN  

 Cold Weather Boating Require 
Caution, Preparation 

 

 While many boaters in colder parts of the 
country have winterized their boats or put them 
into storage until spring, many still use their ves-
sels for hunting, fishing or transportation. Unfor-
tunately, the risk of a deadly accident is in-
creased with cold weather. Extra caution and 
preparation should be taken before heading out 
on the water in winter. 

 The importance of wearing a life jacket be-
comes even more critical when the danger for 
hypothermia is added to other concerns. Sud-
den immersion in cold water can have severe 
physiological consequences, including cardiac 
arrest, quick loss of body heat (the body loses 
heat 25 times faster in cold water than in cold 
air) and involuntary inhalation of water (gasping) 

that results in drowning. Wearing a life jacket 
can keep the boaters head above water, keep 
the person warm, and provide a chance for res-
cue. 

 Wearing the right clothing also contributes to 
more enjoyable and safer cold weather boating. 
Consider layering clothing, and including a wet 
suit or dry suit, to help ward off hypothermia. 
 

Here are some additional tips for safe winter 
boating: 

   

 ~ Assess the risks – think what can go wrong 
  and be fully equipped and prepared. 
 

 ~ Leave a float plan with a responsible indi-
vidual who knows your intentions, location, 
and who to call if you fail to return as sched-
uled. 

~ Carry a VHF radio and an EPIRB (Emergency 
Position Indicating Radio Beacon), signal 
flares and other means to draw attention to 
your location. 

 

 ~ Be aware of and prepared for the shock of 
sudden immersion and incapacitating ef-
fects of cold water – dress to get wet and 
carry a change of clothing in a waterproof 
container. 

 

 ~ Be aware of activity around your vessel and 
 potential for fast-changing weather. 

 

 ~ Boat safe and sober – save the alcohol for  
  when you’ve safely returned. 
 

 ~ Be sure your vessel is in good operating 
condition and has the necessary safety 
equipment on board before you leave the 
dock. 

 

 ~ Refresh your seamanship skills - review 
what you learned in your boating safety 
course or other Advanced Grade courses at 
NRPS. If you haven’t yet, .look to take the 
Seamanship Class that will be offered in the 
new year. 

 

Source: U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Public Affairs 
© American Boating Association 2014 
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Winter Boating Tips 

Year Round Boater? If so, You Should Read This... 

 It was 2 January, and a snowstorm had just passed through central New Jersey. The temperatures were in 
the teens, and the wind was blowing so the wind chill was pushing zero. The marina was empty except for 
four boats still floating in their slips, and all four just happened to be Yamaha-powered center consoles in the 
24-to-32-foot range. Without doubt, all of these were hardcore recreational fishing boats. From the footprints 
in the snow you could see that three of the owners had already been there to shovel the decks, the fourth 
would likely be along shortly.  
 What would possess someone to leave a boat in the water this late in the year exposed to the weather? If 
you’re a diehard saltwater fisherman, you already know the answer to that question. Almost anywhere you go 
around the country, the fishing never really stops for the winter. The only thing lacking is the desire to fish 
through the cold weather by the less dedicated. 
Along the mid-Atlantic coast, there are plenty of fish to pursue depending on your latitude and attitude. Off the 

New Jersey coast, there are artificial reefs, wrecks and 
other bottom structure frequented by codfish, ling, whiting 
and blackfish - just waiting for someone to come along 
and drop a hook baited with clam or crab to the bottom. 
That kind of fishing requires a boat, hence the four boats 
in the marina obviously owned by truly hardcore fisher-
men. All they are waiting for is a break in the weather that 
will allow them to fire up the boat and go fishing, even dur-
ing the coldest months of the year.  
This scenario is repeated across large swaths of the 
country where winter sets in, and that includes rivers and 
lakes as long as they don’t freeze over. The bottom line is 
you never know when a weather window might pop up 
with a few mild, calm days offering the opportunity to get 
out on the water. All it takes is the desire, the proper cloth-

ing and a boat that is ready, willing and able to go. 
David Meeler, Yamaha Outboard’s Marine Product Information Manager, is one of those diehard fishermen 
for whom the season never ends. He keeps his boat on a trailer near a large lake in northern Georgia that 
gets its share of cold winter days. But when the forecast presents a window of opportunity, he is on his way to 
the lake to go fishing. He keeps his boat prepared for these occasions and you can, too, whether you fish in 
freshwater or salt.  
“Whether your boat is on a trailer, lift or kept in a slip at a marina, if you want to be able to fish through the 
winter you have to pay special attention to the two key factors required by any internal combustion engine—
fuel and spark,” said Meeler. “If the fuel is fouled by water created by condensation, or the ethanol in the fuel 
breaks down because the boat is not getting used frequently enough, chances are you’re not going any-
where. Winter weather can accelerate the potential for both problems. Extremes of cold followed by short win-
dows of warmer weather cause increased condensation, and long periods between use gives the ethanol in 
the gasoline the opportunity to destabilize the gas. When it breaks down, it can gum up your filters,” he con-
tinued. “To prevent these problems, start by installing new fuel/water separators and filters before the cold 
weather sets in, and keep extras aboard in case you experience any related problems on the water. Most im-
portant of all is to add fuel stabilizer to the tank every time you fuel up and use the good stuff like Yama-
lube® Fuel Stabilizer and Conditioner Plus. Properly used, it keeps your fuel fresh for up to a year or more. 
When you get a weather window and want to get out and catch some fish, it would be a shame to lose the 
opportunity to fouled fuel in your tank.” 
With fuel taken care of, you also have to be mindful of the other side of the combustion equation, your electri-
cal system. It is absolutely critical to have batteries that are in top condition and charged to start your engine
(s) in cold weather. A battery loses 30 percent of its cranking power at 32 degrees, even more when it’s cold-
er. The anglers that fish year round in New Jersey are often firing up their engines in temperatures in the 
teens in winter and that strains the batteries. 
 

Reprinted from: www.yamahaoutboards.com 
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month for the following 
month’s issue and we welcome articles & photographs of inter-
est to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for 
the members & member families of the Nansemond River Pow-
er Squadron (NRPS), District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Rana Weaver, AP 
Editor: Lt Grace Brown, P 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 

 

2014-2015 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander       Cdr Rana Weaver, AP 
   Executive Officer     Lt/C Doug Fisher 
   Educational Officer    Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 
   Administrative Officer    Lt/C Lanny Horn, AP-IN 
   Secretary        Lt/C Betty Sue Burris, P 
   Treasurer        Lt/C Janet Horn, AP 
   Safety Officer      Lt/C Frank Brown, AP-IN 

 

7 December    NRPS Christmas Party 
 1600 hours    The Weavers’ Barn 
        Godwin Blvd., Suffolk VA 
 
18-25 January    USPS® Annual Meeting 
  2015     Jacksonville, FL 
 
7 March      NRPS Change of Watch 
  2015     Nansemond River Golf Club 
        Suffolk, VA 


