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Cdr Mark Presson, P 

 Seeing the world turn green over the pond in 
my back yard is a sure sign that boating season 
is just around the corner. The time has come to finish 
off those  big winter projects and get onto the smaller 
spring ones. We all get out there and dust the pollen 
off, hook the water hose up and wait for a suitably 
warm day to wash the winter off our boats. 
 As I look at our cruise schedule I'm excited 
about the variety of marinas and cities we will visit 
this year. I can’t think of a better way to get to know 
our own back yard then staying at a marina in the 
different locals. It is often said that you will meet up 
with the very best an area has to offer by traveling to 
the local marina. What great fun it is to venture out to 
the different shops, restaurants and bars within walk-
ing distance of one’s own boat. 
 I am looking forward to what to me is the best part 
of the summer cruise schedule. It is the opportunity 
to spend time with the members of the Nansemond 
River Power Squadron and their families. How else 
would you be able to hang out with 15 or 20 of your 
best friends for the weekend? Where else would you 
be able to see grown people running through  a wa-
ter sprinkler at 11:00 at night? How else would you 
be able to enjoy sitting back, talking boat, having a 
night cap, then just laughing and joking as the moon 
rises over the marina? If you haven’t ever  joined us 
on one of these squadron cruises, or you haven’t 

had the opportunity to cruise with a large group of 
friends anywhere lately, let this be the year you enjoy 
what is surely the best part of being a member of 
NRPS. By the way, tell all your boating friends that 
“sail-ons”  are always welcomed! 
 

THANKS, 
Mark Presson  

NRPS’s new 
First Family, 
o u r  c o m -
mander, Mark 
Presson with 
his wife (and 
our squadron 
s e c r e t a r y ! ) 
Jennifer Pres-
son, P and our 
y o u n g e s t 
“member, little 
Ashtyn (with 
s e v e r a l 
cruises al-
ready under 
her belt!). 

“Jolly boating weather, and a hay harvest breeze,  
Blade on the feather, shade off the trees.” 

 

-William Johnson Cory 
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 Educational 
 Officer’s Report 
 
          Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 

After starting the year with a bang, we continue with our 
Educational goals.  The Advance Piloting Class will be 
testing out during the next few weeks. Then a 1 or 2 week 
break before we begin our Engine Maintenance. We will 
be meeting at the Kings Fork Fire Station, right by the 
Kings Fork Middle and High School campuses. Check the 
sign up sheet as the books will be ordered right after our 
10 April meeting. 

We just finished an ABC3 Safe Boating Class for 23 
members of the Warwick Yacht and Country Club 
(including 6 of our new members!!)  Lt Lanny Horn, P, 
and Lt Gene Monroe, P,  completed their presentation 
training and will be working with our instructor group in the 
future. Thanks also to P/C Lin Hanbury AP, P/C Bob 
Eure AP, P/C Ron Murphy AP, P/C Bonnie Brown-
Murphy AP and P/C Lilly Stone JN for helping out. All 23 
(including 4 young folks, passed the program and made 
our class very exciting for all. Thanks to Lin and Marshall 
Denney (new member!!) for spreading the word and lining 
up a great class. 

Summer classes / seminars to work around our monthly 
boating trips include Marine Electrical systems class and 
VHF/DSC Marine Radio seminar.  Toward the fall we’ll be 
looking at CPR/First Aid, Seamanship and Marine Com-
munication systems 

Plan on taking some classes – whether the Advanced 
Grade classes or seminars. The 2-hour seminars are en-
joyable. Have an idea for a class? Let me know. Call 357-
5705 or e-mail at frank.brown@gmal.com. 

 

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2012 
   

ABC3 SAFE BOATING CLASS 
Instructors: Lt/C Frank Brown, AP, et al. 
Dates: Early May, 2 weeks, 5 hours each week  
Location: To Be Announced 
Cost: $30, Grants available for youth 16 years and 

under when a family member takes the course 
(proctor fee $5 for family member). 

 

 INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT 
Instructors: Frank Brown & P/C Lilly Stone, JN 
Dates: TBA   Location: TBD 
Cost $25.00 
 

MARINE ELECTRICAL 
Instructor: P/C Donnie Weaver, AP 
Dates: TBA   Location: TBD 
Cost $40.00 
 

(Continued on Page 6) 

 

   Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
 
        Lt/C Matt Schulze, P 
 

   Now that the Change of Watch has concluded, it’s time 
to ramp up for the 2012 boating season.  I hope every-
one’s spring cleaning and to do lists are shorter than mine.  
To shake off the winter cold, although there wasn’t much 
cold this year, here are some upcoming events in the 
Hampton Roads area that you might be interested in: 
 

Night Eyes & Night Skies 
Journey through scenic Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge 
to the heart of False Cape State Park where you will learn 
interesting facts about owls. Afterwards, look for shooting 
stars and other bright lights in the sky as you learn to pick 
out prominent constellations.  
When:    Sat. 21 April : 1930 to 2230 
Location: False Cape State Park 4001 Sandpiper Road 
  Virginia Beach, VA  Contact:  426-7128  Price:$10 
 

Earth Day Beach Clean-up 
Help make the earth a better world by cleaning up shore-
line debris at False Cape State Park. Meet at Little Island 
City Park for transportation into the park. Bring bottled wa-
ter, gloves, sunscreen, and snacks. No charge. Registra-
tion is required.  Call (757) 426-7128 to sign up. 
 

When:  Sun. 22 April : 900 to 1200 
Venue:  False Cape State Park 4001 Sandpiper Road 
  Virginia Beach, VA 23456           Contact: 426-7128 
 

RIVERfest 2012 
RIVERFEST 2012 SCHEDULED 
APRIL 28 IN COLONIAL PLACE, 
NORFOLK. Proceeds From An-
nual Event to Benefit the Lafayette 
River Restoration. 
 RIVERFest, the Elizabeth River 
Project’s annual festival on the 
water benefitting the Lafayette 
River restoration efforts, is sched-
uled from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m., Satur-

day, 28 April at the 600 Block of Mayflower Road in the 
Colonial Place section of Norfolk. RIVERFest 2012 in-
cludes live music throughout the day, costumed dog pa-
rades, rain barrel workshops, tours of the Learning Barge, 
green gardening stations, works from local artists, land-
scape tours of “RiverStar Homes,” children’s ECO-Art and 
family games, and other fun opportunities to learn about 
the river. There will be plenty of food available for pur-
chase. 
  All events are free but most require pre-registration so 
for more information please visit www.lafayetteriverfest.org 
or call 757.399.7487. To participate or to learn about 
sponsorship possibilities, contact Katie Duckett,  
 

(Continued on Page 7)  

mailto:lilly.stone@gte.net
http://www.lafayetteriverfest.org
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     Administrative 
   Officer’s Report 
  
       Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP 

 

Repaired Canal Gates Reinstalled at 
locks in North Carolina 

 

From Waterway Guide, Submitted by P/C Bob Eure, AP 
 

 SOUTH MILLS — Two 23-ton gates at the South Mills 
locks were re-installed Tuesday after getting a fresh coat 
of paint and repairs. 
 Divers and a crane reset the gates that were lifted 
ashore a couple months ago for the refurbishing. The 
work is part of the locks’ regular upkeep, usually done 
about every 10 to 15 years. 
 Joel Scussel, operations manager for the U.S. Army 
Corps of Engineers, said re-installing the gates was a 
little more complicated than lifting  
them out of the canal. The divers had to make sure that 
the pintal ball that holds the massive metal gates in place 
is lined up properly. After that, the mechanical arms had 
to be re-attached so that the gates can swing open. 
 Part of the work included replacing rubber seals on the 
gates that were leaking. The new seals should make a 
difference, although the locks are old and expected to still 
leak some, Scussel said. 
 Some finishing touches are still needed before the 
locks and the Dismal Swamp Canal will be ready for boat-
ers, said Scussel. Electric wiring still has to be recon-
nected to the motor that opens and closes the valves. 
Catwalks and railings removed in preparation for the re-
pairs will have to be re-attached. 
 The Corps will also be clearing out the canal of trees 
and limbs before boaters pass through. The barge Eliza-
beth with a crane atop will be making its way from Deep  
Creek, Va., to South Mills to lift fallen trees from the wa-
terway, said Scussel. The clearing is normally done twice 
a year, but the job has been delayed for the past year 
while the barge was in the shipyard for repairs. 
 If all goes according to schedule, the canal and locks 
could be open to boaters by March 19 after being closed 
to boaters since early January, Scussel said. 
 Donna Stewart, director of the Dismal Swamp Canal 
Welcome Center, said the timing will be perfect for rec-
reational boaters on their seasonal migration north. 
 “It’s worked out extremely well because we haven’t 
missed many boaters at all,” said Stewart. “Repairs were 
made in January and February when boat traffic is its  
slowest,” she said. “Usually, boaters begin their trek from 
points south as the weather warms in March, and their 
numbers continue to build through May”, said Stewart. 
 “Usually when it starts warming, folks start thinking 
about going home,” said Stewart. Last year, 140 boaters 
opted to take the scenic Dismal Swamp Canal detour 
along the Intercoastal Waterway in April. In May, 345 
boaters made the trip. 
 

 The teacher asked the young students, “Was George 
Washington a soldier or a sailor?” 
 One student stood up and said with authority, “He 
could not have been a sailor. A sailor would have known 
better than too stand up in a boat!” 
 

From www.allvulunteeryachtclub.com 

Cruise season is quickly approaching, Yahoo!  Now is 
the time to get your boat ready!  Don’t wait until the last 
minute or you may miss the first cruise. This year’s cruise 
schedule is planned as follows: 
 

*4-6 May    Smithfield Station  357-7700 
 

*1-3 June    Bay Creek Marina  331-8640 
 

*13-22 July    South Cruise-To Be Discussed 
        Coinjock, Bellhaven, River  
        Dunes,  New Bern, Oriental,  
        Ocracoke,  Manteo 
 

*3-5 August    Hampton City Docks 727-1276 
 

*14-16 September  York River Yacht Haven 
        804-642-2156 
 

 Some of you have already signed up for cruises but 
don’t forget to call the marinas and reserve a slip for your 
boat. Also be sure to tell them that you are with the Nan-
semond River Power Squadron and they will put you with 
our group. 

 I am looking for volunteers to be OD’s (Officer’s of the 
day) or co-OD’s (2 boats taking responsibility of Officer’s 
of the day). Do you like parties? Well this job can be fun 
and exciting and you don’t even have to clean your house 
(or boat) to have this party. All you have to do is think of a 
theme, buy some plates, napkins, table cloths to match 
the theme and other accessories if you wish. The NRPS 
will pick up the tab for up to $100. Then on Friday night 
have a theme party on the dock!  Ask everyone to bring a 
dish to share and that is where the fun will begin. Find out 
if other activities are going on at the cruise location that 
weekend (craft show, special music, sale at a local shop, 
etc.) and let the cruise participants know. Then for Satur-
day night pick a local restaurant and make reservations for 
the cruise participants. Doesn’t that sound like fun!  Being 
an OD isn’t hard, so sign up. See you on the water soon!! 
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NRPS Change-Of-Watch, 10 March 2011 
 It was a gala evening, with good food and camaraderie had by all who attended this year’s Change-Of-Watch at Ce-
dar Point Country Club. Our D5 Commander, Jeff McKinney, JN, was on hand, after having driven down from Maryland 
just for the occasion. Our new Bridge was dutifully installed, as the old bridge was relieved of it’s duties. The “Pre” cock-
tail hour was a great mingling time as old friends and new gathered. But pictures say it best….. 
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NRPS Change-Of-Watch, 10 March 2011 
 Then formality took over as the 2011 Bridge was dismissed, and the new officers took the pledge. We heard from 
Commander Mary Fisher for one last, poignant time (or it was until Norman made us laugh with his antics distributing 
flowers). Then Mark was installed as our new commander for 2012, and make a few (very few, very typically Mark!) com-
ments and awards were given. Susan Faurot, S received the coveted “George” Award for grounding her ship in York-
town (though she had stiff competition!) and Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP received (and deservedly so!) the George A. Morri-
son Memorial Award for her contributions this past year. 
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 I have assumed the helm of NRPS Safety Officer from 
P/C Art Aikin, and will do my best to provide information 
that I hope will be pertinent and useful as we go through 
the year.  My boating background goes back to Christmas 
1986, when I bought a 14’ Jon boat that I fully converted to 
(my) bass boat; however, my son was only 2-yrs old at 
that time and I had big aspirations of him and me spending 
a lot of time in my boat – just fishing.  So I took my first 
USPS Safe Boating Course in early 1987 in my hometown 
(at that time) of Virginia Beach.  So I can honestly say that 
safety has always been a priority in my boating career.   
 From the District’s perspective our next safety event 
occurs 19-25, May. National Safe Boating week at 
www.safeboatingcampaign.com/  Ideas for safety exer-
cises and training this year include Fire Extinguisher certi-
fication thru a one hour training class put on by the Suffolk 
Fire Dept, the Engine Maintenance class will cover fire 
safety related issues concerning our motors, conducting 
safe operations at Flares for Life, and ultimately anything 
someone in our club may want me to pursue (within rea-
son). 
 Our first topic comes right out of our Advanced Piloting 
(A/P) class, and deals with elevation clearance at high 
tide.  Charts used in planning cruises, fishing trips or any 
navigable water route, identify water depth typically at 
Mean Lower Low Water (MLLW).   

 As you can see in Figure 1, the captain of this yacht 
was very creative in lowering the mast’s height, but how 
safe could this be, and what similar methods do we some-
times do on our floating vessels?  Using the Rule of  
twelfths may have helped this Captain determine a better 
time of the day to make this journey.   

Safety Officer’s 
Report 

 

Lt Gene Monroe, P 

 Boating is fun!  Isn’t that a fundamental fact for us all?  
To keep boating fun though, we must always keep safety 
in the forefront of each time we get on our boats.  Remem-
ber to run your blower three minutes before starting your 
engine, and then three more minutes after starting.  Run 
the blower for five minutes after you re-fuel.  If your engine 
doesn’t have fuel injection, maintenance check your flame 
arrester twice a year; at the beginning of boating season, 
and perhaps 2/3 thru the season.  AND REMEMBER 
THIS, YOU MUST HAVE A TYPE IV PFD ON YOUR 
VESSEL WHEN THE VESSEL IS IN THE WATER. 

(Educational Officer’s Report, Con’t. from Pg. 2) 
 

VHR/DSC MARINE RADIO 
Instructors: Lt Gene Monroe, P 
Dates: TBA   Location: TBD      Cost $40.00 

 

ENGINE MAINTENANCE 
Instructors, Lt. Gene Monroe, P and  P/C Ron 
Murphy, AP 
Dates: Late April through June 
Location: Kings Fork Fire Station, Suffolk 
Cost: $40.00 
 

Put education and fun on your calendar 

“The sea, the great unifier, is man's only hope. Now, as 
never before, the old phrase has a literal meaning: we are 
all in the same boat. “ 

-Jacques Yves Cousteau  

 

Figure 1. Unsafe method for passage 

http://www.safeboatingcampaign.com/
http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/j/jacquesyve204398.html
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 Of Interest to Boaters...Submitted by P/C Bob Eure, A 
An offer you can all take advantage of your in the market... 

(Administrative Officer’s Report, Con’t. from Pg. 2) 
 

kduckett@elizabethriver.org   
When:  Sat. 4/28 : 1000 to 1600         Contact:  399-7487 
Venue:  600 block of Mayflower Rd., Norfolk  

Nauticus Whaleboat Tours  
 

Enjoy a narrated tour of the Battleship Wisconsin from a 
seat inside a restored, Coast Guard-approved, 26-foot, 
vintage Navy whale boat that served with the ship during 
the Persian Gulf War. You'll see and learn fun and inter-
esting facts about the Battleship Wisconsin and her home 
port of Norfolk as the tour boat travels the length of the 
ship—just inches away from her massive guns and battle-
tested iron hull! Tours for up to 12 at a time will depart 
from the Nauticus marina Thursday through Sunday be-
ginning 26 April. The tours are $7 with Nauticus admis-
sion and are weather-dependant. 
When: Thurs through Suns starting April 26

th
 

Venue: One Waterside Drive, Norfolk, Virginia  23510 
Contact: 664-1000. 

 

OpSail 2012 Virginia 
 

OpSail 2012 Virginia is an international, historic event 
coming to Virginia from June 1-12th.  OpSail 2012 Virginia 
is an official commemorative event of the Bicentennial of 
the War of 1812 and the writing of the Star Spangled Ban-
ner.  Hundreds of volunteers are needed to support the 
event in locations across the Hampton Roads and the 
Chesapeake Bay Region.  OpSail 2012 Virginia is accept-
ing volunteer applications for the following positions: wel-
come center, bus guides for the OpSail 2012 Virginia Nor-
folk Freeway, guides on crew excursions to local attrac-
tions for visiting sailors, translators (Spanish, Portuguese, 
German, Danish, Norwegian, and Indonesian), and dock-
side pier assistants.  Visit www.opsail2012virginia.com for 
Interest Form.  For more information, call (757) 441-2345, 
ext. 3020.   
 That’s all I have for this month.  I’m looking forward to a 

great and safe year of boating fun and I hope to see you all 

at the dock! 

http://hamptonroads.com/events/details/kduckett@elizabethriver.org
http://www.opsail2012virginia.com


 
Nansemond River Power Squadron 

900 Gatling Pointe Parkway 

Smithfield, Virginia 23430-2308 

Place 

Stamp 

Here 
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month (or immediately following 
a scheduled Bridge Mtg.) for the following month’s issue and we 
welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE 
NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members & member fami-
lies of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), Squadron 
3600, District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Mark Presson, P 
Editor: Lt Grace Brown 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

 

2012-2013 Bridge Officers 
 

   Commander     Cdr Mark Presson, P 
   Executive Officer   Lt/C Matt Schultz, P 
   Educational Officer  Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 
   Administrative Officer  Lt/C Rana Weaver, AP 
   Secretary      Lt/C Jennifer Presson, P 
   Treasurer      Lt/C Janet Horn, P 
  

10 April  1900     General Meeting 
       George’s Steakhouse, Suffolk, VA 
 

28 April    Suffolk Family Day and VSC Picnic 
       Bennett’s Creek Park, Suffolk, VA 
       Lunch served at 1200 
 

29 April  1400-1900  VSC Day at Ocean Marina 
       Portsmouth, VA 
 

4-5 May   NOAA Co-op Chartering Workshop 
       NOAA Atlantic Marine Center 
 

27-29 July  D5 Summer Council & Rendezvous 
       Baltimore, MD  


