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Cdr Mary Fisher, AP 

Well, the annual auction is complete and Halloween is 
upon us.  So does someone want to guess how many 
days until Christmas??  Scary isn’t it?   

So the auction was a complete success!!!  Please give a 
big round of applause to Rana Weaver, AP & P/C Donnie 
Weaver, AP and Jennifer Presson, P & Mark Presson, P 
and P/C Larry Rountree, AP and P/C Norman Fisher, AP 
for a job well done.  Rana and Jennifer, along with Donnie 
and Mark, did a nice job of setting up the hall for the food 
and the items for auction.  Our auctioneer extraordinaire, 
P/C Larry Rountree, AP along with his 2 assistants, Mark 
and Norman, had a large job ahead of them for the eve-
ning as we had a lot of items up for bid.  Due to their skill 
and perseverance the items kept moving.  In fact, if you 
weren’t careful, you might have gotten smacked in the 
head with flying objects (we know them as hats).  The 
profit from the event has given the treasury a very good 
“bump up” but I will let Gail Aikin, S share the good news 
with you at the November meeting.  Thanks to all who at-
tended the auction as your participation is what made the 
evening the success it was.   

With the holidays fast approaching and everyone’s 
schedule soon to start filling up, please keep Sunday, 11 
December open as that is the Squadron party at our 
House.  The hours are 1400 to 1800 and I will be request-
ing assistance with this year’s party.  So look for the 
signup sheet that I will pass around at the November 
meeting. Directions to location will be in December News-
letter. 
 We will be announcing next year’s proposed slate of 
officers at the November meeting so listen up for that - 
tells me just how fast this year has flown by and makes 
me realize I only have 3 months left after the November  

meeting.   

Norman and I want to wish everyone a Happy 
Thanksgiving and hope everyone enjoys the day with 
family and friends.   
 

(P.S.  The answer is 60 days.  Better get shopping!!!) 

 From too much love of living, From hope and fear set 
free, We thank with brief thanksgiving Whatever gods may 
be That no life lives for ever; That dead men rise up never; 
that even the weariest river winds somewhere safe to sea. 

-Algernon Charles Swinburne  

http://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/quotes/a/algernonch408675.html
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     Administrative 
   Officer’s Report 
  
        Lt/C Matt Schulze, S 

 
The last cruise of the year was held on 1 October at 

Hampton City Pier.  As always, the Hampton dock master 
and crew were very accommodating and everyone who 
attended seemed to have a good time despite some rain 
and unseasonably cool temperatures.  All the Homebrew 
was consumed at the dockside Oktoberfest celebration 
and as usual, we had ample great food to go along with it.  
We also had fun at the Chili Cook-off in town and had a 
good meal at the new Conch & Bucket Restaurant.   

October’s general meeting was cancelled due to the 
Annual Auction which was held on 15 October.  The event 
came off without a hitch and the squadron made a tidy 
profit for the efforts.  Special thanks go to Rana and 
Jennifer for all their hard work.  Larry, Curly (Norman) and 
Moe (Mark) provided entertainment and managed to get 
everything auctioned off.  Thanks guys, and thanks to 
everyone that participated. 

The next general meeting is scheduled for 1 
November  at George’s Restaurant in Suffolk.  After that, 
the Christmas Party is scheduled for 11 December  at 
Mary and Norman’s home.  At the general meeting, I will 
be circulating a survey to solicit everyone’s input on 
events and cruises for next year.  So come on out and let 
us know what you think.  There will also be a sign-up for 
the Christmas Party food list and other details. 

As always, check the website frequently as details 

about events are updated regularly.   

 

   Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
 
        Lt/C Mark Presson, P 
 

A FISHY PUZZLE FOR FUN! 
 

Find and circle all of the fish that are hidden in the grid. 
The remaining letters spell a secret message-a Benjamin 
Franklin quotation. 
 
AMBERJACK  GOLDFISH    SHAD 
BASS     GROUPER    SHEEFISH 
BLUEGILL   HADDOCK    SNAPPER 
BONITO    HOUNDFISH   SOLE 
BOWFIN    LINGCOD    SPEARFISH 
BUFFALO   MARLIN     STEELHEAD 
BURBOT    PERCH     TARPON 
CARP     PICKEREL    TROUT 
CHAR     PIKE      TUNNY 
CISCO    POLLOCK    WALLEYE 
COBIA    PORGY     WEAKFISH 
CROAKER   PUMPKINSEED  WHITEFISH 
DOLPHIN   ROCKFISH    YELLOWTAIL 
FLOUNDER   SAILFISH 
 

Fishy Puzzle Solution on Page 7 

 Enjoy these events in our area prior to the holiday 
season. 
5 November:  "Antiques to Flea Market’ in Olde Towne 
Portsmouth offers an eclectic collection of unique and 
antique wares. With over 60 dealers and vendors exhibit-
ing, bargain hunters and serious collectors will discover a 
great selection of antique and estate furniture, architec-
tural antiques, china, silverware, art and prints, sporting 
gear, musical instruments, and books. There are even 
hand-made crafts and toys, as well as decorative acces-
sories and flea market items of all types and one-of-a-
kind items priced to sell. Conveniently located in the Mid-
dle Street Garage at the corner of Middle and London 
streets. Gates open at 1000 and close at 1400. There is 
always free admission and free parking!  
 

12 November:  Come on down to Pirate's Cove Marina 
in Manteo, North Carolina for the 3rd Fishing Tackle Flea 
Market on 12 November, 2011.  Fishing Tackle, Marine 
Equipment, Boats, ATV's, Hunting Gear, Boat Accesso-
ries, Nautical Décor, Golf Carts, and so much more!  It 
will be held at the marina pavilion at 2000 Sailfish Drive 
Manteo NC, 27954. Open at 700 - Free Admission!  Call 
252-473-1015 for additional details. 
 

19 November:  Holiday Illumination and Parade. The 
festivities begin at 1900 with the illumination of the down-
town Norfolk and Olde Towne Portsmouth skylines  

(Exec Officer Report Continued on Page 6) 
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 Educational 
 Officer’s Report 
 
          Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 

 Reminder to all our instructors for the Virginia State 
Safe Boating class: the 2011 Fall State Instructor Work-
shop and Certification of New State Instructors will take 
place on Tuesday, 1 Nov at 1830 hours. It will be held at 
Hoffman Beverage Co, 5464 Greenwich Rd, Virginia 
Beach. It will conclude by 2030 hours. The emphasis of 
the training this year is the new On Line Event Manage-
ment System … usually I register our classes but it is 
good if someone else were aware of the steps needed to 
do this too. Also an updated Virginia Safe Boating text-
book is available and a good review of Virginia Specific 
Laws is addressed. 

Coming up in the new year will be Instructor Develop-
ment as several of our members have expressed an inter-
est in becoming Instructors for our Safe Boating classes.  
Also, a new class of interest is Engine Maintenance. 

Plan on taking some classes – whether the Advanced 
Grade classes or seminars. The 2-hour seminars are en-
joyable (and there is NO TEST). Have an idea for a class? 
Let me know. Call 357-5705 or e-mail at 
frank.brown@gmal.com. 

  

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2011- early 2012 
  

WEATHER - on going 

Instructor: P/C Art Aikin, N 

Location: PDCCC Suffolk Campus TBD 
Oct-Dec, 2011 

  
ADVANCED PILOTING (Tentative) 
Instructor: P/C Fletcher Beadles, AP 

Location: TBD 
Cost approx $65.00 
 

VIRGINIA SAFE BOATING CLASS 

Instructors: TBD 

Dates Feb 2012 
Location: Portsmouth Boat Club 
Cost FREE (State Class) 
 

INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT 

Instructors: Frank Brown & Lilly Stone 

Dates TBA  
Location: TBD 
Cost $25.00 

  
ENGINE MAINTENANCE 

Instructors, Dates and Location: TBD 

Cost approx $40.00 

  

 

 Best Wishes to Gail 
Aikin, S (our treasurer!)
for a Speedy Recovery 
after her recent surgery. 
Get Well Soon Prayers 
from your Power Squad-
ron friends! 

 And also to Randy Morrison, who has really had 
a rough time of it battling cancer and is now recov-
ering from surgery. All the us send our best of well-
wishes to you, and pray for your full remission, and 
know that we are all behind you and send you our 
prayers! 

 Being on a boat that's moving through the water, it's so 
clear. Everything falls into place in terms of what's impor-
tant and what's not. 
 

-James Taylor 

mailto:lilly.stone@gte.net
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Success, Fun and Frolicking...Our Annual Auction! 

A good time was 
had by all who 
attended the 
N a n s e m o n d 
River Power 
Squadron’s An-
nual Auction and 
Dinner! After a 
s c r u m p t i o u s 
feast of fried 
chicken and bar-
beque (and the 
fixin’s), and a 
good long look 
at the items up 
for silent auc-
tion...the real fun 
began... 
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Great Food-Great Deals-Great NRPS Fundraiser! 

Larry Rountree once again served as our auctioneer, with “Curly” Norman and “Moe” Mark assisting (at least they didn’t 
try to poke each other’s eyes out!)!). Box after box went under the gavel...with great hilarity, and profits going to our 
squadron for its good works in the coming year! Larry was even surprised with a 65th. birthday celebration...and this in-
teresting cake (how in the world did they make black icing?!?!) 
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 There is no particular subject for this month’s safety 
letter, just odds and ends I have run across over the past 
several months while writing other articles. I hope you will 
find some of these suggestions and items useful and that 
they will add to your safety and that of your vessel. 

Safety Puck; This 9 in 1 device can be used on boat, 
car or whatever. It consists of 16 LED lights that can be 
set in one of nine modes, rotate, quad flash, single blink, 
alternating blink,SOS Morse Code, steady on high or low, 
two-LED flashlight or ,Four-LED flashlight. It floats, oper-
ates in temp form -32 to 240 degrees F and has a 5 to 100 
hour run time on a single CR-123 battery. It can also be 
purchased in a rechargeable version as well. It floats, can 
absorb hard knocks and drops, and has a magnet and a 
small hole for a lanyard. At $34.00 you can afford to put 
one in your car and another on your boat. 

Radio Service: Sea Tow now offers automated radio 
check (ARC) boating safety service through its network of 
Sea Tow franchises. This a free public service made pos-
sible due to Sea Tow’s relationship with marine communi-
cations specialists, Mantel. Conducting a radio check 
could not be simpler; just tune your VHF radio to either 
channel 24,26,27, or 28, depending on what area you are 
in, key the mic and ask for a radio check. The ARC system 
responds to each radio check with an automated reply, 
and then replays your original radio transmission back 
allowing you to assess the strength of the signal and con-
firm that your VHF radio is working properly. To find the 
Sea Tow service channel in your area, go to 
www.seatow.com/boating _safety/arc.asp. 

Smallest PLB:  Several months ago I did an article on 
EPIRPs and PLBs. Since then, ACR has come out with 
what they claim is the smallest PLB on the market. Meas-
uring 3.5inch by 2 inch, it is smaller than most cell phones. 
Waterproof and with a clip that can be used to fasten the 
unit to a life vest, it is just the latest example of why we 
should all have PBLs onboard and on our life jackets. Re-
member they take the “search” out of search and rescue. 

Infant Life Jacket: Stearns has produced the first in-
fant-size PFD that conforms to international Convention of 
the Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS) standards and it is also 
U.S. Coast Guard approved. Sterns Infant PFD includes 
maximum buoyancy, heavy duty hardware, , s-biner light 
clips, lifting loop, and buddy line. If you have an infant on 
your boat, this is a great safety device. You could also 
attach an overboard alarm to it as well. 

I hope you find these helpful. Next month I will do an 

article on winterizing your boat and the common mistakes 

that are made. In the mean time it looks like we are going 

to get some nasty weather early here in Tidewater, so re-

member to watch low freeboard boats that are in the  

Safety Officer’s 
Report 

 

P/C Art Aikin, N 

water for stopped scupper drains and weight from snow 

and ice as it does not take much to submerge these ves-

sels below their gunnels. Safe Boating and Happy 

Thanksgiving 

(Exec Officer Report, Continued from Page 2) 

followed by Hampton Roads’ most cherished event, the 

Grand Illumination Parade. Festive floats, marching 

bands, giant balloons, dancers and Santa himself will de-

light spectators as they parade through downtown Norfolk. 

19 November:  Carrollton Holiday Market. Approxi-
mately 50 vendors/crafters will be at Carrollton Volunteer 
Fire Department to help fulfill all your holiday shopping 
needs. This is a fundraiser for the all volunteer fire depart-
ment. Santa will be a special guest at the event. The fire 
department is located on Route 17 just south of the James 
River Bridge.  Hours for the event will be 1000 – 1400.  
Contact Carol Mitchell at 757-375-7958 for additional in-
formation. 

3-4 December:  23
rd

 Annual Lighted Boat Parade 
Cruise into the holiday spirit at the 23

rd
  annual Downtown 

Hampton Lighted Boat Parade. Over 30 boats are ex-
pected to participate in this free nautical light show taking 
place on the downtown Hampton waterfront. Beginning at 
1915 this highly anticipated parade of illuminated power 
and sail boats will be visible from anywhere along the 
Hampton River. However, spectators wanting to hear the 
narration will want to find a cozy spot near the Hampton 
Maritime Center. Those who don’t have a boat, but want 
to join the action, can board the Miss Hampton II tour 
boat. Spectators interested in riding on the Miss Hampton 
II are encouraged to make reservations by calling (757) 
722-9102. A contribution of an unwrapped toy that will be 
donated to Toys for Tots is appreciated.  Captains who 
wish to enter their vessel in the parade are encouraged to 
contact the Hampton Public Piers at (757) 727-1276. This 
year, each vessel that enters the lighted boat parade will 
have an opportunity to win a free dock slip during either 
the 13th annual Blackbeard Pirate Festival (June 2012) or 
30th annual Hampton Bay Days (Sept. 2012). One winner 
will be chosen at random from all entrants. The winner will 
have the choice of either Blackbeard or Bay Days week-
end. 
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 good solution to remove tough stains, they scratch as they 
clean. Tiny scratches will speed oxidation and dull your 
boat's gelcoat quickly. Once a boat oxidizes, the hull is 
vulnerable to greater damage from water penetration. If 
your boat is showing signs  of oxidation, follow a gelcoat 
restoration plan that includes part two of this maintenance 
plan - protection. 
 To remove dirt and mild stains, many fiberglass clean-
ers are available at marine supply stores. There are many 
types of specialty cleaners, including some with wax to 
protect the gelcoat. Others are a two part process of 
cleaning and waxing. Both come in handy during Part Two 
of the gelcoat maintenance plan - protecting. 

Part Two - Protecting Your Boat's Gelcoat 
After thoroughly cleaning the gelcoat with a fiberglass 
cleaner the next step to protecting your boat's gelcoat is 
waxing. At this stage of the game, experts vary on the 
type of wax, but most generally agree that applying wax is 
essential to maintaining the integrity and shine of your 
boat's gelcoat. 
Most fiberglass boat waxes are beeswax based, carnuba 
wax, silicone or a combination of the waxes. All of the 
products are designed to protect the gelcoat from ultravio-
let rays and the marine environment. For a glossy shine, 
according to Boating magazine, you should apply two 
coats of a beeswax-based paste which provides a protec-
tive barrier coat. Follow the beeswax with a carnuba-
based liquid wax to bring out the gloss. You will need to 
wash with a carnuba-based soap every week. Sound like 
too much work? The folks at Boating magazine suggest 
using a marine polish instead, although you will sacrifice 
the shine that comes from carnuba wax. 

Boat Maintenance - Cleaning & Pro-
tecting Your Boat's Gelcoat 

From About.com  Powerboating 
 

What is a Gelcoat? 
 A boat's gelcoat is the outer skin of the fiberglass hull. 
A layer of pigmented resin, the gelcoat protects the sur-
face of the boat, sealing the fiberglass beneath from the 
elements including water, moisture and the sun's ultravio-
let rays. The gelcoat also gives the boat its color and pro-
vides a glossy finish, much like paint on a car. 
 Damage occurs to the gelcoat simply by being in the 
harsh marine environment, particularly from the sun's 
damaging ultraviolet rays. Oxidation of the gelcoat can 
occur, which gives the boat a dull, chalky appearance. 
Depending upon the level of oxidation, different tactics 
must be used to restore the boat, but in most cases, oxi-
dation of the boat's gelcoat is easily remedied. 
 While the sun is the gelcoat's worst enemy, care must 
be taken to protect it from water and abrasion as well. 
Abrasions can occur simply when dirt is ground into the 
deck, or through nicks and dings from bumping against 
piers. A worn or scratched gelcoat can allow water to per-
meate the fiberglass, causing serious damage over time. 
 The best plan of action is to clean and protect your 
new boat from the start using a simple gelcoat mainte-
nance plan. Because the gelcoat maintains the integrity of 
the fiberglass beneath it, and gives your boat a shiny, well
-maintained look, attention to cleaning and protecting the 
gelcoat will preserve it for years to come. If you pur-
chased a used boat with an oxidized or damaged gelcoat, 
or have fallen behind on your boat's maintenance, fortu-
nately repairing and restoring a boat's gelcoat is easy in 
most cases. 

 Good boat maintenance starts with a boat's gelcoat. 
The best maintenance plan will preserve the shine and 
integrity of your boat's gelcoat through a two-part process: 
cleaning and protecting. Cleaning your boat's gelcoat 
thoroughly by removing dirt and debris will help protect 
the gelcoat. 

Cleaning Your Boat's Gelcoat 
 Use specially designed fiberglass cleaners - do not 
use household cleaners. Although household cleaners 
like Soft Scrub and other abrasive cleaners seems to be a  

Fishy Puzzle Solution (from Page 2) 

QUOTE: A countryman between two lawyers is like a fish 
between two cats. 

http://powerboat.about.com/od/maintenanceandrepair/tp/SignsofOxidation.htm
http://powerboat.about.com/od/maintenanceandrepair/tp/Gelcoatrestoration.htm
http://powerboat.about.com/od/maintenanceandrepair/tp/Gelcoatrestoration.htm
http://powerboat.about.com/od/maintenanceandrepair/tp/Gelcoatrestoration.htm
http://powerboat.about.com/od/maintenanceandrepair/a/2.htm
http://powerboat.about.com/od/maintenanceandrepair/a/2.htm
http://powerboat.about.com/od/maintenanceandrepair/tp/Gelcoatrestoration.htm
http://powerboat.about.com/od/maintenanceandrepair/a/2.htm##
http://powerboat.about.com/od/maintenanceandrepair/a/2.htm##
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadline is the 25th day of each month (or immediately following 
a scheduled Bridge Mtg.) for the following month’s issue and we 
welcome articles & photographs of interest to our members.. THE 
NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the members & member fami-
lies of the Nansemond River Power Squadron (NRPS), Squadron 
3600, District 5 of the United States Power Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Mary Fisher, AP 
Editor: Lt Grace Brown 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

 

2011-2012 Bridge Officers 
 
   Commander     Cdr Mary Fisher, AP 
   Executive Officer   Lt/C Mark Presson, P 
   Educational Officer  Lt/C Frank Brown, AP 
   Administrative Officer  Lt/C Matt Schulze, P 
   Secretary      Lt/C Jennifer Presson, P 
   Treasurer      Lt/C Gail Aikin, S 
   Safety Officer    P/C Art Aikin, N 

4-5 November  D5 Conference 
     Gettysburg, PA 
 

8 November  1900    General Meeting    
     George’s Steakhouse Restaurant, 
     1260 Holland Rd., Suffolk 
 

20 November  Bridge Meeting 
     Fisher home, Cherry Grove Rd., Suffolk 
      

11 December  Christmas Party 
     Fisher home, Cherry Grove Rd., Suffolk 


