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Cdr Robert Eure, AP 

  We had another excellent turnout of eleven boats at 
the Hampton City Piers on 1-3 October.  My thank you 
goes to Matt and Kim Schulze for their excellent planning 
and execution of our Octoberfest-themed weekend.  Matt 
and Kim homebrewed and provided Octoberfest-flavored 
beer for all to savor.  The German food was great on 
Friday night.  In spite of the preceding days of heavy rains, 
it turned out to be a great weekend for our last cruise of 
this boating season.  My thank you also goes to all who 
contributed and came to join the fun.  Look for pictures on 
pages 4 & 5, and on the NRPS web site. 
 At the November General Meeting, nomination forms 
will be provided to members to nominate candidates for 
the George A. Morrison Memorial Award for highest 
contributions and performance during the year and the 
George Award for worst nautical mistake or blunder (as we 
learn from our mistakes).  Submissions will need to include 
both the name and reason for the nomination.  Please be 
thinking about who you would like to nominate. 
 

Boat safe and  
 

  Our squadron just concluded a Seamanship 
class.  The student members are patiently awaiting to 
learn their test scores.  I’m looking forward to hearing of 
our member’s grade advancements.  An advanced pilot-
ing class has just begun.  For as long as I can remem-
ber, this squadron has taken boating education very se-
riously.  We have a great cadre of instructors.  You, too, 
can become part of this cadre of fine instructors.  One 
way is to attend the District 5 Fall Education Conference 
where you can receive advanced education and boating 
training to bring back to your squadron and share with 
our members.  The D/5 Fall Conference is coming up 5-
7 November in Rockville, MD.  Now is the time to make 
your reservations for this trip.  Reservation forms are 
located at www.uspsd5.org. 
 Our annual fundraising auction is 16 October and will 
be held at the Magnolia Ruritan Club on Nansemond 
Parkway near business Route 13.  The evening’s sched-
ule includes cocktails at 1730 (5:30 PM), dinner at 1800 
(6:00 PM), and the auction at 1900 (7:00 PM).  The auc-
tion committee will start setting up around 1600 (4:00 
PM).  We need you to bring new or useable, operable, 
and presentable items, nautical and not, to donate to the 
club.  Baked goods and made up baskets are also big 
winners for this event.  Then come on out and shop for 
those new treasures you can’t live without.  The Bar B 
Que dinner price is $13 per person.  You should receive 
a call for you to provide your head count including any 
friends you may want to bring so that we can order 
enough food.  If you have items you want to provide in 
advance of the event, bring them to Mary Fisher or Gail 
Aikin or call them for pickup.  Otherwise, plan to bring 
them early the night of the auction for processing by the 
auction committee.  If you find you are unable to partici-
pate, our treasurer will gladly accept your donation to 
the NRPS treasury. 

Keep the Alive! 



Nansemond Light Page 2 October  2010 

 

   Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
 

    Lt/C Mary Fisher, P 
 

 This month is the Annapolis Boat Show which runs 
from the 14th through the 17th.  Norman and I have at-
tended this boat show in the past and we are attending 
this year as well.  We have put the My Brooks II up for 
sale and plan on purchasing a used convertible/fishing 
type of boat so we want to see layouts of the different 
boats.  This is the oldest in-water boat show and by the 
time you get done looking at all of the boats, you have 
seen every type of boat from trawlers to convertibles to 
motor yachts.  This boat show is so much larger than the 
spring local show and so much closer than the Miami 
boat show.  Just remember that the Squadron Auction is 
also this weekend so you have to work them both in. 
 Looking closer to home, Smithfield is hopping this 
weekend.  On Friday night, 8 October, is the monthly 
Arts Stroll from 1800—2100.  Then on Saturday, 9 Octo-
ber, Smithfield is holding their annual Town and Country 
Day. This runs all day and includes the 5K Hog Jog for 
all of the runners in the group, Souper Saturday and the 
Olde Town Curb Market.   
 For those in the group who also love to feel the wind 
in their hair while riding the roads, there is the 9th Annual 
Suffolk Swamp Roar motorcycle rally.  This supports 
educational programs in Suffolk.  There is a $20 registra-
tion fee and you get to ride the 80 mile perimeter of the 
Great Dismal Swamp along with other motorcycle enthu-
siasts.  You meet at the Suffolk Executive Airport on Sat-
urday morning.  For more information, call 757-514-4130 
or go online to www.suffolk-fun.com. 
 The weekend of 23-24 October , Driver is holding 
their annual Driver Days Fall Festival and Car Show.  
This is the 13th annual show.  They will have food, fun, 
music and lots of classic cars.  The time runs from 900—
1800 Saturday and 1100—1700 on Sunday. 
 So the month is full of fun things to do and see.  En-

joy!!! 

  

 Educational 
 Officer’s Report 

 
            Lt/C Lilly Stone, JN 

   Have you looked at your membership certifi-
cate lately.  One of the “Squares is 
SAIL, so I have added that to our classes for 
early spring; hoping I can get us on 
A sailboat. Sign up early - call 335-2558 or e-
mail to lilly.stone@gte.net 
 

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2010-11 
 

SAFE BOATING CLASS 
 Instructors: Lilly Stone, Frank Brown, John  
 Holland, Bob Eure & Others 
  Cost: $30.00 (ABC book) 
  Gatling Point Yacht Club,Smithfield 
  23 Oct and 30 /Oct , 900-1330  
 

INSTRUCTOR RE-CERTIFICATION 
 Instructor: Lilly Stone 
  NO COST. Scheduled when needed 
    (2hours) 
 

ADVANCED PILOTING  
 Instructor: Fletcher Beadles 
  Started 15 Sept, 2010 
 

PILOTING  
 Instructor: Fletcher Beadles 
  Cost: $60.00 
  End of January or beg. of February 
   Main Street United Methodist Church 
   202 N.Main St, Suffolk, Va. 23434 
 

SAILING 
 Instructor: Lilly Stone m.fl. 
  PBC, 20 Elm Ave, Portsmouth 
   Cost: 45.00 
   Mondays – March/April 2011 
      
MARINE ELECTRONICS and the WEATHER 
Courses are looking for Instructors . 
Put education and fun on your calendar. 
SEO Lilly T. Stone, JN 
Lilly.stone@gte.net  or 399-0051 or 335-2558 
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     Administrative 
   Officer’s Report 

  
          Lt/C Mark Presson 

 You should always take extra precautions before you 
set out on a cruise.  Always make sure that you contact a 
friend or family member and tell them where you are go-
ing, when you plan to return and what route you will be 
taking.  It is a good idea to pack a little extra food in case 
it takes you longer to reach your destination than ex-
pected or in case of a breakdown.  Also make sure your 
VHF radio is working and that you have paper charts for 
the waterways that you are traveling.  Make sure that 
your shipmate and/or crew know where the life vests are 
located and how to start, stop, and run the boat, in case 
of an emergency.   
     While you are underway, make sure that you make 
note every so often of where you are.  Either write down 
that location or tell you shipmates.  Then if your GPS 
goes out, you will know approximately where you are and 
where to start plotting on your charts.  If something hap-
pens to the captain then the crew will not only know ap-
proximately where they are but they will also be able to 
stop and/or run the boat safely. 
     Sometimes unexpected things happen on the water.  
Even the most experienced captain can be taken by sur-
prise by the behavior of the wind and the water.  Be pre-
pared for these events by knowing what you would do in 
case of an emergency. 
     Wind and water action can sometimes make seas un-
predictable.  If you go to the link below you will see a 
charter boat in the inlet at Jupiter, FL that hit an unex-
pected wave.    This charter boat captain, who had over 
10 years of charter experience in this inlet, was caught by 
surprise and was thrown overboard from the fly bridge of 
the boat.  On the way down, the man struck the gunwale 
and broke two neck vertebrae.  This fall ultimately cost 
him his life.  Fortunately the mate was able to gain control 
of the boat and the five other people aboard the boat 
were taken to shore safely.   Because of events like this, 
Jupiter inlet is infamous for its treachery. 
    It is an excellent idea for the captain and the crew to 
take the Skipper Saver Course that is offered by the 
power squadron.  This course specifically trains you how 
to be prepared for and how to respond to events that 
could occur in or around your boat.  Education about wa-
ter safety could save your life and the lives of others.  
http://www.tidalfish.com/forums/showthread.php/292504-
Terrible-tragedy-off-Jupiter-Inlet 
 

Remember safety on the water 

starts with you! 

Safety Officer’s 
Report 

 

Lt. Rana Weaver, AP 

 Danke vielmals , many thanks, to Matt and Kim 
Schulz for serving as ODs of the Oktoberfest themed 
cruise to Hampton Public Piers.  From home-brewed 
Marzen to sausage and kraut they had all bases covered 
for what turned out to be a gorgeous weekend.  With our 
final cruise of the year behind us, we are looking forward 
to the auction on 16 October at Magnolia Ruritan Club.  If 
you have not yet signed up please contact me at 
markapd@hotmail.com.  Keep in mind that there is no 
general meeting in October as we will gather at the auc-
tion.  Happy bidding! 

If you are interested in the district activities, the D-5 fall 
conference is 5-7 November in Rockville, MD.  Our next 
general meeting is on 9 November. The meeting will be 
at Plaza Azteca with the social hour starting at 1830 and 
the meeting at 1900.  Be sure mark your calendar for the 
annual Holiday Party on 12 December. 

   Reasons Why Boats Are Better Than 
Women ( or Men!!): 

 
Boats curves never sag. 
Boats don't whine unless something is really wrong. 
If your Boat makes too much noise, you can buy a muf-
fler. 
You only need to get a new belt for your Boat when the 
old one is really worn. 
If your Boat smokes, you can do something about it. 
When riding, you and your Boat both arrive at the same 
time. 
Boats don't care about how many other Boats you have. 
Boats don't mind if you look at other Boats, or if you buy 
Boating magazines. 
If your Boat is misaligned, you don't have to discuss poli-
tics to correct it. 
You don't have to be jealous of the guy that works on 
your Boat. 
You don't have to deal with priests or blood-tests to reg-
ister your Boat. 
You don't have to convince your Boat that you're a 
Boater and that you think that all Boats are equals. 
If you say bad things to your Boat, you don't have to 
apologize before you can ride it again. 
Your parents don't remain in touch with your old Boat 
after you dump it. 
Boats don't care if you are late. 
If your Boat doesn't look good, you can paint it or get 
better parts. 
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  Last (Boo Hoo!) Cruise of the Season...Celebrating 
Octoberfest at the Hampton City Pier! 

By Patty Drake 
 

How excited Dennis and I were to finally take part in 
our first NRPS cruise away from our home port!  We had 
planned to leave Smithfield very early Friday morning and 
dock the Susan Amanda Grace in Hampton with no audi-
ence, tee-hee!  Alas, as many witnessed, this was not to 
be the case!  But how kind were our fellow boaters when 
we failed to complete a smooth docking in our designated 
slip!  With jovial reassurances and much practical help, 
we were welcomed to the Hampton Pier with the same 
spirit of unity that we have enjoyed since the beginning of 
our relationship with the power squadron.   

Every aspect of the cruise more than met our expec-
tations!  The food was fantastic, the fellowship was the 
best; everyone seems to bend over backwards to make 
one another feel welcome, welcome, welcome! 

 Boating stories, true, exaggerated, and heart-
thumping, flowed as freely as the liquid spirits, enlighten-
ing us that we, the cruise virgins, are not alone in our du-
bious attempts to master the sea.   Laughter  was the 
face of the day, and whether one needed a VSC, another 
bottle of Matt's home brew, a new recipe, or a buddy with 
whom to venture a walkabout, there were willing and ea-
ger faces to fill the bill.  We both agreed that we have 
never been part of any group in which every single mem-
ber does so much to help one another and to extend the 
hand of "do unto others."  It's wonderful to have so many 
opportunities to get to know members and guests alike.  

How nice it was for us to witness firsthand that there 
are places close by where we can take our boat for a few 
hours or a weekend and enjoy the amenities of a cruise, 
as time will be an issue for us until Dennis can re-
tire.  How valuable are the advice and tips from our fellow 
boaters about our beautiful Tidewater area, and we 
learned a great deal just on this one cruise.  Our heartfelt 
thanks to all who are so willing to offer knowledge and 
assistance in any way, shape or form.  We are trying to 
recruit more members for the squadron; it provides all 
that we expected, and more, in education, experience, 
and fun!  

Partying on the dock began Friday for Octoberfest dinner. 

Grab a line and help each other dock, a NRPS tradition. 

Kim Shultz as OD “decorates” all comers in beer steins! 
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Partying on into the night, so long as Matt’s beer lasted! 

...three long tables of exuberant boaters had a great time! ...where we took over the Taphouse Restaurant... 

After a spicy Chili cook-off for lunch it was on to dinner... Saturday morn dawned on a fabulous breakfast spread! 

Blessing the new Presson boat “Conductor”! 
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It’s Time To…. 

Winterize Your Boat 

 
Before you put your boat on ice for the 

winter, here's what you need to do to pro-
tect your investment. 

 
 

By Cliff Gromer, 1 November, 2000, reprinted from 
www.popularmechanics.com 

 
 
Why put time and money into a boat that you're not going to 
use for six months? That's an all-too-common attitude when it 

comes to winterizing chores. Beeeg mistake. Winter weather can wreak havoc (cracked blocks, corrosion, etc.) on a boat 
that's not prepared for hibernation. Another tip: If your boat needs professional help and you wait until spring to get it, 
you're hitting the boat doctor at his busiest time. So it pays to take care of any problems and dealer-required mainte-
nance in the fall, before your craft is clutched by winter's icy grip. 
 
The Hull Story 
 
Winterizing is more than just sloshing in some fuel stabilizer, 
draining the engine and adding antifreeze. Consider it to be a 
methodical process that runs from bow to transom. Because 
boats and engines differ, start by checking the winterizing/
storage sections of your owner's manual. 

  
 Fiberglass is made to stand up to the ravages of summer 

sun and salt water, so a 
little snow is not a prob-
lem - or is it? Ice accumu-
lation can split open 
hatches and window tracks, causing leaks. So outside storage demands the 
proper boat cover. More on this later. 
  
 Check the hull, looking for stress cracks (common around the bow eye) and 
gelcoat blisters. Stress cracks can indicate structural damage, and anything seri-
ous should be looked at by a professional. The drill with blisters is to puncture, 
drain, dry and patch with an epoxy-based filler made for this purpose. If your hull is 
aluminum, bang the drum slowly 
with a rubber mallet to knock out 
dents. 
 
 Barnacles and any other unwel-
come guests tagging along on your 
boat bottom should have their free-
ride privileges terminated by scrap-
ing and then sanding any residue. A 
good pressure washing is in order 

to remove dirt and the dreaded sea scum. You'll make this job a lot easier 
in the future if you apply a product such as 3M's Marine Ultra Perform-
ance Paste Wax. It creates an acrylic shield over the hull to prevent dirt 
from penetrating into the wax. The crud stays on the surface where it can 
be hosed off easily.  
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It’s Auction Time Again... NRPS Annual Fundraising Auction 
Saturday 16 October 2010 

 
Magnolia Ruritan Club 

1047 Nansemond Parkway, Suffolk 
 
 

Cocktails 1730 
Dinner 1800 

Auction 1900 
Silent Auction 

BoatUS Urges Boaters to Speak Up on 
Ethanol: EPA Decision Coming Very Soon 

 
In a matter of days, the US Environmental Protection 

Agency (EPA) is expected to announce its decision on 
whether to approve the addition of up to 50% more etha-
nol in the nation's gasoline supply, from the current 10% 
(E10) concentration to a potential 15% (E15). The na-
tion's largest boat owners group, Boat Owners Associa-
tion of The United States (BoatUS), is urging recreational 
boaters to speak out now (link to www.boatus.com/gov) 
and tell President Obama that scientific testing on E15 
must precede EPA's decision and not come at a later 
date. 

BoatUS embraces the need to diversify the country's 
energy sources. However, the organization is concerned 
that EPA may put the "cart before the horse" by granting 
increased ethanol before understanding its operational 
effects on marine engines. A strong solvent, ethanol has 
been known to degrade fuel systems and lead to expen-
sive repairs. 

 "Last year, a record number of recreational boaters 
asked the EPA to test marine engines before allowing up  

to 15% (E15) ethanol in gasoline," said BoatUS Vice 
President of Government Affairs Margaret Podlich. "While 
this testing has not been completed, we believe the EPA 
is getting ready to announce their decision on increased 
ethanol in the next couple of weeks. We expect the 
agency will allow E15 for some engines and not others. In 
addition to the lack of scientific testing data, we suspect 
this will create different fuels with different prices, avail-
ability and add consumer confusion." 

"Many boaters, having suffered through the last etha-
nol transition to E10, agree that we should learn from 
recent history and first completely understand what the 
new fuel will do before approving its use in boats," added 
Podlich. "It may turn out to be harmless, but what if it's 
not? What happens if safety is affected or boaters are 
forced to pay for expensive repairs? Remember that most 
boat engine warranties are void when using ethanol be-
yond the 10% level." 
BoatUS is part of followthescience.org, a coalition of 46 
motor sports, environmental, food and citizen advocate 
groups asking for "science first" before the EPA allows a 
new fuel on the market.  BoatUS is also a member of All-
SAFE, the Alliance for a Safe Alternative Fuels Environ-
ment. 
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadlines for articles is the 25th day of each month (or immedi-
ately following a scheduled Bridge Mtg.) for the following month’s 
issue and we welcome both articles and photographs of interest to 
our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the mem-
bers and member families of the Nansemond River Power Squad-
ron (NRPS), Squadron 3600, District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Bob Eure, AP 
Editor: Lt Grace Brown 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming EventsNRPS Calendar of Upcoming EventsNRPS Calendar of Upcoming EventsNRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events    

 

2010-2011 Bridge Officers 
 
   Commander     Cdr Bob Eure, AP 
   Executive Officer   Lt/C Mary Fisher, P 
   Educational Officer  Lt/C Lilly Stone, JN 
   Administrative Officer  Lt/C Mark Presson 
   Secretary      Lt/C  Brenda Wallace, JN 
   Treasurer      Lt/C Gail Aikin, S 
   Safety Officer    Lt Rana Weaver, AP   

 

16 October    Fundraising Auction         Suffolk VA 
25 October    1900 Executive Committee Meeting   Eure Residence 
5-7 November   Fall Conference*          Rockville MD 
9 November    1900 General Meeting        Suffolk VA 
29 November   1900 Executive Committee Meeting   Eure Residence  


