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Cdr Robert Eure, AP 

 
proof of safe boating training continues to accelerate to 
include more people as time moves forward.  We will 
need to offer more public safe boating courses as the 
demand increases.  Also reiterating from the NRPS 
Change of Watch, I encourage the squadron to establish 
5 new certified instructors.  The instructor certification 
training does not take that long.  I’m calling this the 
“PLUS 5” campaign and will be asking Lt/C Lilly Stone,JN 
to report progress monthly.  If you are not already a 
certified instructor, I ask that you consider becoming one. 
To take from our own motto, “teaching is fun, we’ll show 
you how”!  As we are the current holder of the Prince 
Henry Award for educational performance, NRPS has a 
proud educational tradition of which you can become a 
part.  
 The new Executive Committee met to discuss  
the upcoming events.  We will have a lot of last minute 
preparations for our “Flares for Life” event on 17 April.  
Please be ready to respond to requests for support at the 
General Meeting on 13 April. 
 The program for the 13 April General Meeting will be a 
“Salute to Past Commanders”.  Three of our own Past  
Commanders, P/C Larry Rountree, AP (1989-1990), P/C 
Jack Eure, JN (1999-2000), and P/C Lin Hanbury, AP 
(2009-2010) will provide us with a 20 year look back  

Continued, Commander, page 2 

 
 Greetings NRPS members!  Last year, we 

crossed the boundary from being classified as a small 
squadron to becoming a medium squadron with 75 or 
more members.  We went from being the big fish in a 
small pond to being a small fish in a bigger pond.  Yet, 
we still took the third place award for VSCs in a medium 
District 5 squadron.  My CONGRATULATIONS and 
THANK YOU goes out to Lt Larry Rountree, AP and our 
13 vessel examiners for their contributions and a job 
well done!  Reiterating from the NRPS Change of 
Watch, I encourage the squadron to exceed 200 vessel 
safety checks in the coming year.  I’m calling this the 
“BEAT 200” campaign and will be asking Lt Larry 
Rountree, AP to report progress monthly. With over 
55,000 Virginia-registered boats in the Hampton Roads 
area, there is a large boating community available to 
help us reach this goal. 
 Our squadron also distinguished itself in two other 
areas at the District 5 Spring Conference.  First, the 
Nansemond Light staff received the 2009 Distinction in 
Journalism Award.  A large CONGRATULATIONS and 
THANK YOU goes out to the former editor, Donna Eure, 
S and all the contributing writers over the past year.  The 
Nansemond Light continues to grow and be recognized 
as a leading publication in District 5. 
 Second, the squadron received the national 2009 
Web Site Excellence Award.  CONGRATULATIONS 
and THANK YOU to our Webmaster, 1st Lt Frank 
Brown, P and all the content contributors over the past 
year.  Our web site was the top scoring web site in 
District 5. I saw Frank’s expertise being sought by other 
USPS® members at the District 5 Spring Conference as 
he is quickly becoming a recognized subject matter 
expert in D/5. The NRPS web site is our “7 X 24” face to 
the general public and represents our squadron well. 
 The Virginia law requiring boaters to have positive  
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   Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
 
    Lt/C Mary Fisher, P 
 

NRPS Achievements for 2009 
 
 Public Service: 98 VSC”s,  89 students taught, 
Flares For Life Preparations made, the Children’s Poster 
Contest was a success. 
We added 10 new members,  issued 37 Merit Marks, 
had 2 Life Members, and did a BUNCH of Cruising and 
had a lot of fun. 
 2009 Commander Honorees: The Commander 
presented plaques to the following members for 
outstanding service to the Squadron in 2009: BUTCH 
BAXTER – Participated in many VSC projects, brought 
us many stories, has one of the largest and oldest boats, 
Active in Flares For Life; LILLY STONE – Does a ton of 
VSCs, Makes every District 5 function, as our 
Educational Officer, does an outstanding job and runs 
herself ragged by attending every class; Totally 
committed in what she does for NRPS; TOM CHAPMAN 
– Educator Extraordinaire. Has take this squadron to 
levels of education that we could never accomplish 
without him as evidence by the PRINCE HENRY 
AWARD; RON MURPHY – The “Idea Man”. Creator of 
Flares for Life. Single handedly raised more money for 
the squadron that did in a year. 
 The George Award: Some of us had our boats at 
Cape Charles over the Summer. We arrived together and 
planned on leaving together. But Norman and Mary had a 
conflict so Norman and his son had to bring the boat back 
on a weekday. One afternoon, the Commander called to 
see if they had arrived safely and Norman said everything 
was great EXCEPT when he backed into the boathouse, 
he forgot to take down the antenna and broke it. Then he 
said that the same thing happened the last time he used 
the boat so this was a SECOND antenna. Obviously 
Norman did not realize with whom he was speaking and 
we were proud to present the George Award for 2009 to 
P/C Norman Fisher, AP. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 The George A. Morrison Memorial Award: There 
was one person who all three officers of the Bridge 
thought of. He has attended just about every meeting that 
we have had, his contributions include promoting, 
teaching, and actually taking several classes himself, 
Organizing and scheduling many VSC examinations, 
recruiting new members, taking our Website to even 
higher levels and achieving National recognition. He is 
now stepping up to the plate and accepting the position of 
Assistant Education Officer. The commander was 
impressed that with his new boat and the thirst he has for 
knowledge, he attempted to run the boat across the bay 
in 30 knot winds (that trip was successful, else he would 
have been eligible for the George award.)  Our 
Outstanding member for 2009 is Lt. Frank Brown, P.  

So here we are … off to a new year.   We have many 
events scheduled with the largest event coming up in just 
2 weeks. 

So starting out with a bang we need to devote our 
time to the Flares for Life.  Ron has worked long and 
hard on this so let’s support him by showing up in great 
numbers.  We have the list of those who have graciously 
volunteered their time so we will are making assignments 
and plan on handing them out at the April 13th meeting.  
If you cannot attend the meeting please contact Kim 
Schulze for your assignment.  Let’s all pray for sunshine 
and warm temperatures so the event is another huge 
success. 

On May 1 Frank Brown is sponsoring a VSC day at 
Gatling Pointe Yacht Club & Marina.  Larry Rountree and 
Norman Fisher will be there to handle boat inspections 
but would welcome others.  So for those of you who are 
VSC qualified this would be an opportunity to get some 
of the five inspections you need to remain qualified. 

If you can’t make 1 May, on 22 May we are 
sponsoring the National Safe Boating Week VSC and 
Cookout at Bennett’s Creek Park.    After the inspections 
are done, we will have a cookout for all members of the 
squadron to enjoy the food.   We will have more details 
as we get closer to the date but put it on your calendar 
now. 

Other events outside of NRPS events that are 
coming up: 

30 April – 2 May:  Co-op Charting Workshop is 
being held at NOAA in Norfolk. 

22 April—25 April: Bay Bridge Boat Show in 
Stevensville, MD.  Considered the largest Mid-Atlantic 
spring boat show.  For more information call 410-268-
8828. 

29 May—30 May: Annapolis Nautical Flea Market is 
being at the Navy Marine Corp Memorial Stadium.  
Nautical items and used boats will be on sale.  For more 
information call 410-268-8828.  

 
 

Commander, Continued from Page 1 
 
on the NRPS.  Save room for some cake afterwards. 
 Donna and I invite you to our home on Sunday, 25 
April from 1400 to 1700 to greet the new Executive 
Committee and join in the camaraderie.  Feel free to 
bring your favorite drink or snack to share.  We will have 
various wines and snacks to share as well.  Our address 
is 4729 Goshawk Drive, Chesapeake in Jolliff Woods. 
 

Boat safe and keep the NRPS magic alive! 
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 Educational 
 Officer’s Report 
 
               Lt/C Lilly Stone, JN 
 
 

     Administrative 
   Officer’s Report 
  
             Lt/C Mark Presson 

 SPRING IS HERE. Great time to take a class and 
invite your friends to join you. Yes, they can also take our 
courses now. The difference is:  they pay more for The 
classes – about $100.00 more per person. Call or write 
for details. 
 
 

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2010: 
 

SAFE BOATING CLASS Instructors: Lilly Stone, 
 Frank Brown & other VA Certified Instructors 
 Place: Portsmouth Boat Club 
 20 Elm Ave, Portsmouth 
 Cost: FREE/ April 24 & May 1 
NAVIGATION    Instructor: Tom Chapman 
 Ongoing 
INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT Instructors: 
 Frank Brown & Lilly Stone 
 Spring 2010 / Cost $25.00 
 Date & Place to follow 
INSTRUCTOR RE-CERTIFICATION Instructor: 
 Lilly Stone 
 NO COST. Scheduled when needed (2hours) 
SEAMANSHIP Instructors: Art Aikin & Brenda 
 Wallace 
 2010/ Place & Date TBD 
ADVANCED PILOTING Instructor: Fletcher 
 Bedles 
 Sept. 2010 / Date & Cost TF 
 Main Street Methodist Church, Suffolk 
MARINE ELECTRONICS and the WEATHER  
 Courses are looking for Instructors . 
 

Put education and fun on your calendar. 
SEO Lilly T. Stone, JN 
Lilly.stone@gte.net  or 399-0051 or 335-2558 
 
 
 
 
 Our Own 
 “Nansemond Light” ,  
 the Lighthouse of the  
 Nansemond River 

As a new boating season gets underway, we 
have a lot of events in place to kick off the season.  
The next meeting is on 13 April at Plaza Azteca.  
Come a little early at 1830 to enjoy social time.  
The meeting starts at 1900 hours.  The theme for 
this meeting is a salute to past commanders. 

The following Saturday, April 17 is the Flares 
for Life event.  This event will be held at the former 
TCC site at the end of College Drive.  Also in April 
is the New Bridge Reception/Wine Social.  This is 
scheduled for 1400 on 25 April at the home of Bob 
and Donna Eure.  The Eure residence is at 4729 
Goshawk Drive, Chesapeake, VA 23321. 

We have an exciting summer of cruises 
planned for this year.  First off is the Hometown 
Shakedown cruise at Constant’s Wharf in Suffolk 
14-16 May.   Lin and Cheryl Hanbury will be the 
ODs for this cruise.  The theme is Jamaican so 
dust off the reggae tunes and stock up on the rum.  
Other cruises planned include: 

Norfolk Harborfest Cruise  at Townpoint Park, 
Norfolk on 11-13 June  

Across the Bay Cruise at Bay Creek Marina, 
Cape Charles on 16-18 July  

Town and Country Cruise at Smithfield 
Station, Smithfield on 20-22 August  

Port of Call Cruise, Hampton City Piers, 
Hampton on 1-2 October 

Please sign up for the cruises at the next 
meeting.  If you are interested in being OD for a 
cruise, let me know.  Additional information about 
the cruises and other activities is posted online.   

mailto:Lilly.stone@gte.net�
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      Safety Officer’s 
 Report 
 
 
               Lt. Rana Weaver, AP 
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Well Spring has Sprung, Finally! Boating season is 
right around the corner. Now is a great time to start 
preparing your boat to set out cruising. In order to be safe 
on the water it is imperative that we check all of our 
safety and rescue supplies to make sure they are in date 
and in good operating order. Check dates on flares and 
flare guns and make sure that all fire extinguishers are 
charged and ready to be used in the event of an 
emergency. If you have some expired flares they can be 
used for training at our Flares for Life event this month. 
Fire extinguishers that need to be charged can also be 
taken care of at our upcoming event. You should also 
check for the proper storage of your mirror, whistle, 
throwable, life vests, as well as the first aid kit and its 
contents. Check your VHF radio to make sure it still 

works. 
If you are ever asked by the 
Coast Guard or other authorities 
if you have any firearms on 
board and you have a flare gun, 
you should report it, as incidents 
of being charged with fraudulent 
reporting have been made. 
The following are some safety 
recalls and improper labeling 
notices from Kidde and Orion. 
A problem with Kidde XL fire 
extinguishers has been reported. 
The XL models affected are 
FX340SC, FX340H, FX340GW, 
XL5MR, FX210R, FX340SC-2, 
FX210W, XL2.5TCZ-4 and E-

340-3. These units may lose pressure faster than normal 
due to the use of an off spec lubricant. If you have one of 
the affected extinguishers you may register for a 
replacement at www.kidde-fireextinguisher.com. 

Orion safety Products, the manufacturer of Skyblazer 
XLT hand held flares has issued a new notice of use due 
to some reported failures of the flares during use. In brief, 
the user must hold the Launch Tube Body (not the safety 
sleeve alone) tightly in the upper hand during launch. 
New labels for the flares may be obtained by contacting 
Orion customer service at 
mcustomerservice@orionsignals.com. 

 

Remember… 
Safety on the Water Starts with you! 

 
“”Whenever your preparations for the sea are poor; 
the sea worms its way in and finds the problems.” 

-Francis Stokes 

Minutes of the General Meeting 
February 9, 2010 

Respectfully submitted 
L/C Brenda W. Wallace, JN, Secretary 

 

 The meeting was called to order at 1900 hrs by Cdr 
Lin Hanbury, AP. The invocation given by P/C Art Aikin 
and the Pledge of Allegiance was led by Cdr Hanbury. 
 Introduction of Guests. Secretary’s Report read and 
approved. The treasurer thanked everyone who had paid 
for the Change of Watch and asked anyone who had not 
paid and intended to come to please send her the money. 
The Administrative Officer  Mary reminded everyone of 
the Change of Watch. The Education Officer, Lilly Stone, 
reported that 3 members recently  completed the Pilot 
Course.  Frank Brown, Molly and John Duggan. 
Congratulations to our new Pilots. 
 Executive Officer Bob Eure passed around the 
schedule for the new year. He also announced that Mile 
Marker Zero has been cancelled for this year because of 
the poor attendance last year. 
 Webmaster Frank Brown announced that there has 
been a lot of activity on our web  site.  Some even from 
other countries.  Good going Frank. Vessel Inspection 
Chairman Larry Rountree announced that there were 
approximately 186  inspections done this year.  Way to 
go inspectors. 
 Unfinished Business:  an Addendum was made to the 
vote taken in January.  The position of Assistant 
Education Officer is an elective position; therefore Frank 
Brown was duly nominated and elected. 
 New Business:  Two new members were sworn in: 
Claude Ray Perry and Betty Sue Burris.  Welcome to 
both of you. 
 Flares for Life: Ron Murphy is working on several 
avenues and needs help.  Please sign up.  This is a very 
important event for us and a public service. 
 Clean the Bay Day is scheduled for 5 June.  The city 
of Suffolk is involved this year and have asked us to 
assist.  This was voted on and passed. 
 Our Speaker for the meeting was Jimmy Reynolds of 
Salty Creek Marine Service, who spoke on how to keep 
your fiberglass repaired and how to know if you need 
professional help to repair some cracks or other 
problems. 
 Name tag drawing followed by the 50/50 drawing. The 
next Bridge meeting is scheduled for 22 Feb at the home 
of Cdr Hanbury. The next General Meeting is 13 March  
at our Change-of-Watch, Cedar Point Country Club. The 
meeting adjourned at 2010 hrs. 
 

 Have you seen our new trophies, the George 
Award and the George A. Morrison Memorial 
Award? If not, ask either Norman Fisher or Frank 
Brown to show them off—and then admire the 
beautiful woodworking that Art Aiken, Master 
Carpenter, did on the superb bases! Thanks Art, for 
a job well done (as usual!). 

http://www.kidde-fireextinguisher.com�
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13 March—Cedar Point Country Club 

P/C Lin Hanbury, P/C Randy Morrison, and Maxanne 
Morrison celebrate “The George” with P/C Norman 
Fisher. 

Mark, James and Jennifer Presson chatting prior to 
the evening’s activities. 

P/C Randy Morrison, P/C  Lin Hanbury. 

Frank Brown proudly accepts the George A. 
Morrison Memorial award for outstanding member, 

P/D/C Bill Seldon inducts the new bridge for 
Nansemond River Power Squardron for 2010-11.. 

P/D/C Seldon inducts Robert G. Eure as our 
Commander for 2010-11.. 
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 By Lt. Frank Brown, P 
 
 The USPS ™District 5 Spring Conference was held in 
Ocean City, MD on 26-27 March, 2010. Nansemond 
River was represented by Cdr Bob and Donna Eure, SEO 
Lilly Stone, Asst SEO Frank Brown, P/D/C Drex 
Bradshaw and P/C Tom and Sue Chapman. 

Educational sessions were held on Friday, with the 
training for Squadron Officers of primary concern. Other 
opportunities for members included Marketing session, 
effective use of DB2000, Vessel Safety Check programs, 
and Publication support. 

Friday evening of the conference is turned over to the 
“FUN” of USPS®. 11 Squadrons hosted hospitality suites 
were boating skills and fun were mixed. Delaware River 
Squadron won “best hospitality suite” by testing our VSC 
knowledge skills and then providing wonderful 
refreshments. Other squadrons used the newest of 
technology (Wii software) for a fishing tournament, while 
another presented “Stars in the Sky”, a self-written and 
directed “play” of famous stars trying to find their way to 
California, without the aid of GPS! 

Nansemond River was also honored with 3 district/
national awards. The Nansemond Light was recognized 
for Distinction in Journalism for 2009; we received 3rd 
place recognition for Mid-Sized Squadron in the VSC 
completions program; and our website received the 
Website Excellence award. 

Saturday evening the Change-of-Watch for the 
District took place. P/D/C Ralph Bernard, who with his 
wife Nance attended our holiday party, was relieved of 
duty after a very successful year. The new D/C is L. Chris 
Brown of Allentown, PA, member of Delhigh Power 
Squadron. After the change, our own Drex Bradshaw 
served as “the judge” as P/D/C Bernard was brought to 
task for multiple traffic violations during his travels 
throughout the district (which goes from Allentown, to NJ, 
south the Suffolk and to Western MD.) A fun time to 
successfully conclude the District year. 

Sunday morning the members of Delhigh Power 
Squadron hosted a New Bridge Breakfast and all then 
went their separate ways. The District Summer Council 
and Rendezvous will be in Solomon’s Island, MD and the 
Fall Conference will be in Rockville MD. 

 

Learning & Fun in Ocean City, Md—District 5 Conference Report 

Our new 
N R P S 
Commander 
Bob Eure and 
h is  w i fe 
Donna at the 
Banquet. 

Cdr Bob Eure accepts 3rd place, Mid-sized 
squadron honors for VSC inspections from D/C 

Webmaster Frank Brown accepts Excellence 
in Design award from D/C Benard. 

Sue and P/C Tom Chapman and SEO Lilly 
Stone attending the Change-of-Watch Banquet. 
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Why Should Tailgaters 
Have All the Fun? 

 

By Cdr Bob Eure, AP 
 

 Recalling a more recent cruise to River’s Rest, I 
couldn’t help laughing when I saw P/C Donnie Weaver, 
AP catching fish from his docked boat.  It was 
entertaining to him to fish and entertaining to me to 
watch.  That started me thinking about other sources of 
entertainment during cruise weekends.  Then last week, I 
heard the term “Corn Hole” on television and saw it on a 
web site as someone’s hobby.  To get to the bottom of 
what “corn holing” was, I searched the Internet for 
answers.  
 I quickly discovered the world of tailgating games.  
These are games played outdoors, typically in the 
parking lot prior to big sporting events.  They have names 
like “Corn Hole”, “Ladder Golf” and “Washer Pitcher”.  
These are beanbag, bolo and washer toss games.  Now 
I’m thinking; why should tailgaters have all the fun?  
Perhaps we could bring some games on our cruises this 
summer for entertainment.  While not suitable for dock 
play as I’m sure the washers would sink like a rock, the 
shore is always nearby.  For example, Constant’s Wharf 
has a great area for these activities. 
 These games generally run from $35 to $100 each 
and are available from places like Sam’s Club, Target 
and Wal-Mart.  NCAA, NFL, MLB, NASCAR and “design 
your own” versions are frequently available from online 
stores like www.tailgategames.net, 
www.CornholePlus.com and www.victorytailgate.com.  
I’ve even seen “waterproof” versions of these games and 
some with 
convenient carry 
handles.  These 
games do not 
require batteries, 
power or huge 
spaces to play.  
They can also be 
used to entertain at 
home in the 
backyard or 
driveway. 
 I encourage you 
to consider buying 
one of these games 
to bring to this 
summer’s cruises.  
Who knows, by the 
end of the summer, we could have some real tournament 
pros in our Squadron.  (Combo set pictured.) 
 

“The water is the same on both sides of the boat” 
-Finnish Proverb 

 

“The only way to get a good crew is to marry one!” 
-Eric Hiscock 

 

“Land was created to provide a place for boats to visit.” 
-Brooks Atkinson 

 

FLARES FOR LIFE 
 

By P/C Ron Murphy, AP 
 

 The 2ND Annual Flares For Life will be held on 
Saturday, 17 April 2010, at 7000 College Drive, Suffolk 
(the former TCC Campus.) Last year’s activity was a 
big success and made it possible for the boating public 
to safely and legally dispose of over 700 old, outdated 
flares. The U.S. Coast Guard has provided NRPS with 
a permit to shoot off expired flares.   The Coast Guard 
also placed notices of the event, as required, to 
mitigate marine and aviation reporting of potential 
emergency in progress. 
 The Suffolk Fire Department has agreed to furnish 
fire pans and instructors for hands-on public education 
on the proper use of a fire extinguisher as well as 
furnishing a fireboat and fire truck for public display and 
use if required.    
 Orion Safety Products will have experienced people 
on hand to assist with firing and disposal of outdated 
flares.    In addition, Orion personnel will be 
demonstrating their latest red parachute, orange 
smoke, and solace flares. 
 Other Corporate Sponsors include:  Volvo Penta of 
the Americas, Inc., Vining Marine Group, Tow Boat US, 

Chip Jennings Nationwide Insurance, and Full Throttle 
Marine Services. 
 Activities of the day include a display tent for our 
supporters, opportunities to sign up for Educational 
Programs of the USPS®, Vessel Safety Checks can be 
made for those boaters who trailor their boats to the 
site and refreshments will be available. Members who 
signed up to help will have “duties assigned” at our 
meeting on April 13. 

 

For people with Children or Grandchildren the 
Poster Contest entry forms can be picked up at the 
April meeting or at the Flares for Life Event. The 
deadline to submit posters is May 1. 

Entry forms have been submitted to all of Suffolk 
schools and it is available on the NRPS website, 
www.nrpowersquadron.com. 

http://www.tailgategames.net�
http://www.CornholePlus.com�
http://www.victorytailgate.com�
http://www.nrpowersquadron.com�
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Publisher’s Statement 
 

THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadlines for articles is the 25th day of each month (or 
immediately following a scheduled Bridge Mtg.) for the following 
month’s issue and we welcome both articles and photographs of 
interest to our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published 
for the members and member families of the Nansemond River 
Power Squadron (NRPS), Squadron 3600, District 5 of the United 
States Power Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Bob Eure, AP 
Editor: Lt. Grace Brown 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 

NRPS Calendar of Upcoming Events 
 

29 March Executive Committee Meeting, Eure Home 
 

13 April General Meeting, Plaza Azteca restaurant 
 

17 April Flares for Life (Rain Date 18 April) 
 

14- 16 May “Jamaican” themed Cruise to Constant’s 
 Wharf in Suffolk - First Cruise of the new 
 year! 

 
2010-2011 Bridge Officers 

 
   Commander     Cdr Bob Eure, AP 
   Executive Officer   Lt/C Mary Fisher, P 
   Educational Officer  Lt/C Lilly Stone, JN 
   Administrative Officer  Lt/C Mark Presson 
   Secretary      Lt/C  Brenda Wallace, JN 
   Treasurer      Lt/C Gail Aikin, S 
   Safety Officer    Lt. Rana Weaver, AP   


