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Cdr Robert Eure, AP 

 For our next community service, we will be 
participating in the Clean the Bay Day on 5 June.  1st Lt 
Frank Brown, P will be the Clean the Bay Day Zone 
Captain.  After he receives special training, you can 
expect to hear more details about the 3 hours of support 
needed for the morning of 5 June.  I would like to suggest 
that you wear one of the bright Blind Dinghy Race Tee 
shirts or other NRPS shirts on that day to show a unified 
face to the public and maybe even generate potential 
candidates for NRPS membership.  Please let Frank 
know if you can participate at the 11 May general 
meeting by signing up. 
 Yeah, Mon!  Cruise season is upon us and we are 
heading to Bluewater Marina in Hampton for some 
Jamaican partying.  Our Officers of the Day, Cheryl and 
Lin Hanbury, AP, tell me they have some fun times 
planned for our shakedown cruise 14-16 May.  We voted 
to change the shakedown cruise location after learning 
that Constant’s Wharf Marina would not be able to 
accommodate our group. 
 We need Officers of the Day for our other cruises.  
Please let Lt/C Mark Presson know of your interest to do 
this.  Also, be sure to call in those credit card numbers to 
save your slips for the cruises. 
 Now is the time to start planning to attend the District 
5 Summer Rendezvous and Conference.  This year, it will 
be in Solomon’s Island, MD on 13-15 August.    
 

Boat safe and keep the  

 
alive! 

 
 Hello NRPS members!  Since the Change of Watch, 
there has been a whirlwind of activity in our squadron.  
For an example of how much is going on, on Saturday, 1 
May, we finished a safe boating class with 15 students 
in Portsmouth, conducted 12 vessel safety checks in 
Gatling Point and attended the NOAA Coop Charting 
Workshop in Norfolk. Wow!  Now that’s the spirit! 
 I think we can all be proud of the continuing accom-
plishments of our squadron.  Regarding community ser-
vices, we just completed our second Flares for Life 
event and plan to support the Clean the Bay Day on 5 
June.  I salute Ron Murphy for taking the lead for Flares 
for Life.  I thank all of our squadron members that sup-
ported the Flares for Life.  I particularly want to thank 
Ron for his dedicated work effort to make this happen, 
Art Aikin for his great cooking, Mary Fisher and Frank 
Brown for their awesome handling of some “last minute” 
details, Kim Schulze for managing the work assign-
ments, Gail Aikin for managing the money details, 
Donnie Weaver for getting the word out to the public, 
and Drex Bradshaw for education trailer movement, 
setup, and manning.  I also thank all our sponsors who 
supported this great event to make it possible.  If you 
need products or services, be sure to first check with our 
sponsors listed on the banner in this newsletter.  Without 
their support, we could not afford to conduct this public 
service.  You will find convenient links to these sponsors 
on our web site at nrpowersquadron.com.  I wish there 
was room to name everyone that supported this great 
effort.  While I didn’t count, I estimate that we fired 
nearly 350 expired aerial, handheld, and smoke flares to 
make them safe for disposal on 17 April.  Several con-
trolled fires were set so that folks could practice using a 
fire extinguisher.  Many people got a chance to practice 
so they will be ready to act and know what to do in case 
of an emergency.            
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   Executive 
   Officer’s Report 
 
    Lt/C Mary Fisher, P 
 

least 200 inspections this year so everyone needs to 
participate if we plan on meet it.  Larry Rountree will have 
information on the start time – probably around 0700  
hours as serious fishermen start early.  As for the 
cookout, we plan on starting around 1130 hours.  We will  
have hotdogs with all the fixings along with some chips 
and drinks.  We are also open to additional side dishes 
as this squadron knows how to cook and how to eat. 
 

 Other events outside of NRPS events that are coming 
up: 
30 April-2 May:  Co-op Charting Workshop was held at 
NOAA in Norfolk. Cdr Eure attended. 
 

16 May: Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge Kayaking 
Tour. This is an opportunity to take a quiet trip in local 
waters to see egrets, herons, red winged blackbirds and 
more. The cost is $50 per person and includes instruction 
on how to kayak as well as all gear including the kayak! 
The time is from10:00 thru 12:30 pm. For more 
information call 480-1999. 
 

29 May-30 May: Annapolis Nautical Flea Market is being 
held at the Navy Marine Corp Memorial Stadium. Nautical 
items and used boats will be on sale. For more 
information call 410-268-8828. 

 On May 1 Frank Brown is sponsoring a VSC day at 
Gatling Point Marina.  Larry Rountree and Butch Baxter 
will be there to handle boat inspections but additional 
inspections are possible after this one. So for those of 
you who are VSC qualified this would be the first oppor-
tunity to get some of the 5 inspections you need to re-
main qualified. 
 If you can’t make May 1, on May 22 we are sponsor-
ing the National Safe Boating Week VSC and Cookout at 
Bennett’s Creek Park.    After the inspections are done, 
we will have a cookout for all members of the squadron 
to enjoy the food.   For those members that are qualified 
inspectors come on down.  It’s another opportunity to 
reach your 5 inspections to remain qualified plus an op-
portunity for the squadron to get more inspections early 
in the year.  From the Commander we have a goal of at 

“Going the Distance” Crossword Puzzle 
            From BoatU.S.com 

              (Solution on page 6) 
ACROSS 
 

1. Day parts: abbr. 
5. Basic building block of 
 matter 
9. Hand over the dough 
14. Screwdriver or sailing knife 
15. Sorry! Or Risk 
16. River to the Mediterranean 

Sea 
17. Way faster than at a re-

gatta 
20. Spaghetti sauce brand 
21. Delicacy from the sea 
22. Venomous viper 
23. Biblical boat 
25. Be located, as an island 
27. “Why do people sail single 
handedly around the world?!” 
36. Pathetic 
37. Creepy 
38. Like hurricanes 
39. “___fair in love and war” 
41. ___impression of (imitated) 
43. Collides with 
44. Other name for crook 
46. Throws a life preserver to 
48. Overly 
49. Medium for Discovery 
Channel’s Shark Week 
52. Time of history 
53. “Entourage” role 
54. “___not my fault!” 
57. Sanctify 
61. Come after 

65. What this puzzle’s three 
theme entrees contain 
68. Hot chocolate 
69. Thailand, once 
70. Naval blockade? 
71. White as a sheet 
72. Actor Omar of “House M.D.” 
73. God of love 
 
DOWN 
 

1. On 
2. To the ___winds (in all 
 directions) 
3. Carry around 
4. Motto 
5. In the past 
6. Lies out on deck 
7. Birds circling overhead, e.g. 
8. Arizona city 
9. Early rounds 
10. “Now I get it!” 
11.Class where you may do the 
 “downward dog” 
12. One, to the Caesars 
13. Candy bird seen at Easter 
18. Specialty 
10. “___ & Stitch”  (Disney 
 movie) 
24. Britney’s ex, for short 
26. ___-A-Sketch 
27. Newton who knew a ton 
28. ___cab (decide not to walk) 

29. Improvise 
30. Come up, in conversation 
31. ___ wave 
33. Port-au-Prince’s island 
nation 
35. “Iron Mike” 
40. Store sign that sounds like
 part of a boat 
42. St. Petersburg’s river 
45. From Belgrade, e.g. 
47. Temptress to sailors 
50. Soft material 
51. ___-masted vessel 

54. ___Empire (its capital was 
Cusco) 
55. New Mexico ski resort 
56. Like 
58. Simple quality 
59. Marina spot 
60. Hit with the hand 
62. Mix up 
63. “Hmm...I don’t think so” 
64. Guesses: abbr. 
66. ___the line (watch one-
self!) 
67. Letters after ells 
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 Educational 
 Officer’s Report 
 
               Lt/C Lilly Stone, JN 
 
 

     Administrative 
   Officer’s Report 
  
             Lt/C Mark Presson 

 Thank you to all, who helped out with the Education 
tables at the "Flares For Ufe" plus the Instructors that 
gave up two Half Saturdays to teach and test the 16 stu-
dents in the Safe Boating Class. 
 

CLASS SCHEDULES FOR 2010:  
 

SAFE BOATING CLASS   
     We will have 1 more FREE 
     Tell your friends 
NAVIGATION   
     Instructor: Tom Chapman 
     Ongoing 
INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT  
     Instructors: Frank Brown 
     & Lilly Stone. Cost $25.00 
     Date & Place to follow 
INSTRUCTOR RE-CERTIFICATION 
     Instructor: Lilly Stone 
     NO COST. 2 Hours. 
     Scheduled when needed. 
SEAMANSHIP 
     Instructors: Art Aikin & 
     Brenda Wallace 
     2010/ Place & Date TBD. 
ADVANCED PILOTING 
     Instructor: Fletcher Beadles 
     Sept. 2010 / Date & Cost TF 
     Main St Methodist Church, Suffolk. 
MARINE ELECTRONICS and WEATHER Courses 
     Looking for instructors. 
 

Put Education and Fun on your Calendar 

 May  is here which means the full boating and so-
cial season has arrived.  Our cruises kick off this year 
with the Hometown Shakedown cruise at Bluewater 
Marina in Hampton the weekend of May 14-16.   Unfor-
tunately, Constant’s Wharf was unable to accommo-
date us the weekend we selected.  The ODs for this 
cruise are Lin and Cheryl Hanbury.  The Hanbury’s 
have lined up a Jamaican theme for the weekend.  So 
look forward to flavors and tunes of the Caribbean.   
 Other early summer cruises planned include: 

 Norfolk Harborfest Cruise  at Townpoint Park, 
Norfolk on June 11-13 

 Across the Bay Cruise at Bay Creek Marina, 
Cape Charles on July 16-18 

 The squadron will celebrate National Safe Boating 
Week VSC at Bennett’s Creek Park in Suffolk.  This 
event scheduled for May 22 from 0800 to 1400 pro-
motes safe boating and vessel safety checks will be 
conducted.  The event concludes with a cookout.  
 
 

Minutes of the General Meeting 
13 March, 2010 

Respectfully submitted 
L/C Brenda W. Wallace, JN, 

Secretary 
 
 P/C Art Aikin, JN gave the invocation. Cdr Lin 
Hanbury, AP led the pledge of allegiance. 
 Merit Awards were given to Ron Murphy, Tom 
Chapman, Lilly Stone and Butch Baxter. 
 The George A. Morrison award was given for 
the first time and was given to Frank Brown, P. 
The George award was also given for the first time 
and was awarded to P/C Norman Fisher, AP for  
his ability to destroy radio antennas on his boat. 
 The new bridge was sworn in by P/D/C Bill Sel-
don V from D/5.  He was very complimentary to 
NRPS. 
 A good time was had by all. 
 Flowers were sent for the funeral of Audrey 
Bishop, wife of P/C Joe Bishop, AP. A sympathy 
card was sent to Julie Fisher on the passing of her 
mother. 
 Minutes read and approved April 13, 2010 by 
the general membership. From www.boatingcartoons.com 
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 By 1st Lt Frank Brown, P 
 
 FLARES FOR LIFE II was held on Saturday,17 at 
Pig’s Point (the former TCC Portsmouth Campus). Unlike 
last year’s rain and wind, we had early morning rain fol-
lowed by beautiful Spring Weather. 
 Supported by the folks shown on the banner, this 
public service event helped the boating public to safely 
and legally dispose of old and outdated flares and fire 
extinguishers. At the same time many gained valuable 
hands-on experience in the safe operation of both, espe-
cially the newest launchers available today. Thanks to 
Orion Safety Products for their support plus thanks to the 
Suffolk Fire and Police Departments for their presence. 
 NRPS had 31 members in attendance to support this 
civic project. Approximately 300 flares were disposed of 
during the course of the day’s activities. 

Bob, Mary, Fletcher, Ron, Norman, Gail, Kim, Capt Bill and 
Frank Brown work at reducing 300 flares to ash 

Thanks to Kerri and the Orion folks for providing both training 
and materials to ensure the success of our day 

Frank Brown and Mary Fisher put the finishing touches on 
hanging the Sponsors Banner of Honor 

Suffolk Police, Suffolk Fire and the NRPS join 
in this community event 

The “Orange Flare” captivates the attention of young and old … 
easy to see why it is a great item to have on board 
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More Flares for Life in Pictures... 

 

And we’d like to take this time to thank all our wo nderful sponsors that made our Flares for Life poss ible! 

Kerri with Orion, Butch Baxter and Officer Butler of Suffolk PD 
exchange ideas on Boating Safety for the citizens of Suffolk 

Donnie, Lilly, Donna, Gail, Mary, Kim, Matt and Norman show 
the true colors of our NRPS shirts 

Showing our friends and guests the correct way to handle a 
Flare Launcher 

Larry Rountree conducts a Vessel Safety Check in the parking 
lot. 4 VSCs were completed 
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Cone of Protection from Lightening-
Faraday’s Cage 

 
From www.boatsafe.com 

Even though the odds are in your favor that your boat 
may never be hit by lightning, if it happens it can have 
devastating effects. Don't take a chance, protect 
yourself . If you are in a small boat and close to shore 
when a thunderstorm approaches, get in and off the 
water immediately. Better yet, don't go out if 
thunderstorms are predicted. But what if you are miles 
offshore and a storm pops up? Hopefully, you have 
p r e p a r e d  i n  a d v a n c e .       
 The voltages involved in lightning are so high that 
even materials that would normally be considered non-
conductive become conductors, including the human 
body. The voltages are so massive that if they start to 
travel through a boat's structure - say through its mast - 
then meet with high resistance (for instance, the hull skin) 
the current discharge, in its attempt to reach ground, may 
simply blow a hole in the non-conductive barrier. The 
safety conscious Captain should make sure that his 
vessel is properly protected. Reference should be made 
in detail to the standards for lightning protection as set 
forth by the American Boat and Yacht Council (ABYC) 
and the job should be performed by a licensed marine 
electrician. 

In theory, a lightning protection system is used to 
create what is know as a "Faraday's cage," so called 
after the late nineteenth-century scientist Michael 
Faraday. The principle of a Faraday's cage is to provide a 
surrounding, well-grounded, metal structure, in which all 
of parts are bonded together and carry the same 
electrical potential. Such a "cage" attracts and carries any 
lightning strike to ground much like lightning rods on 
buildings. In other words, you need to provide an 
unobstructed way for the lightning to dissipate its energy 
to ground (the water surrounding you). Faraday himself 
risked his own life to prove this theory. The additional 
benefit of a lightning protection system is that it tends to 
bleed off any charge build-up in the general vicinity, 
possibly averting a lightning strike in the first place. 

Preparing Your Water Hose for the 
Summer 

 

By Cdr Bob Eure, AP 
 

 It’s time to clean the water hose that connects 
between the dock potable water supply faucet and the 
boat’s potable water connector. The water hose bakes in 
the sun creating the perfect environment for disgusting 
things to grow inside of it allowing it to flow right into your 
fresh water system. Here are the cleaning steps: 
 

1. Stretch out the water hose into a long loop and 
drain it of water. 

2. With both ends raised, pour in about 2 to 3 cups 
of household bleach. 

3. Connect both ends together so that a closed loop 
is formed. 

4. Pull on the hose in one direction to circulate the 
bleach completely through the hose six (6) times. 

5. Disconnect the ends and allow one end to drain. 
Notice the slime coming out. 

6. Connect the female end of the hose to a faucet 
and rinse the chlorine residue out of the hose. 

7. Enjoy using your re-commissioned fresh water 
hose. 

 
 You should perform this cleaning operation a couple 
of times during the boating season. While the hose is 
stretched out, you may also want to pull the hose through 
a wet soapy sponge to clean its exterior. 
 

 
How many boaters does it take to change a 
light bulb? None, because the right size 
bulb isn’t on board, the local marine-supply 

store doesn’t carry that brand, and the mail-
order house has them on back order! 

 

From Sail Magazine 

From www.boatingcartoons.com 

Solution 
to the 
“Going the 
Distance 
crossword 
puzzle 
from 
Page 2! 
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Here is a Checklist that will help prepare your boa t for the season! 
 
 
 

 
BEFORE YOU LAUNCH: 

�� Inspect and lubricate seacocks. Inspect hoses and hose clamps. 
�� Replace deteriorated zincs. 
�� Inspect prop(s) for dings, pitting and distortion. Make sure cotter pins are secure. Grip the prop and try moving 

the shaft - if it's loose, the cutlass bearing may need to be replaced. 
�� Check to make sure the rudderstock hasn't been bent. 
�� Inspect the hull for blisters, distortions and stress cracks. 
�� Make sure your engine intake sea strainer is free of corrosion and properly secured. 
�� Check the engine shaft and rudder stuffing boxes for looseness. After the boat is launched, be sure to check 

these as well as through-hulls for leaks. 
�� Use a hose to check for deck leaks at ports and hatches. Renew caulk or gaskets as necessary. 
�� OUTDRIVES and OUTBOARD ENGINES: 

· Inspect rubber outdrive bellows for cracked, dried and/or deteriorated spots (look especially in the folds), 
and replace if suspect. 

· Check power steering and power trim oil levels. Replace worn-out zincs. 
· Inspect outer jacket of control cables. Cracks or swelling indicate corrosion and mean that the cable has 
to be replaced. 

 

ENGINES AND FUEL SYSTEMS: 
�� Inspect fuel lines, including fill and vent hoses, for softness, brittleness or cracking. Check all joints for leaks 

and make sure all lines are well supported with non-combustible clips or straps with smooth edges. 
�� Inspect fuel tanks, fuel pumps and filters for leaks. Clamps should be snug and free of rust. Clean fuel filters. 
�� Inspect cooling hoses and fittings for stiffness, rot, leaks and/or cracking. Make sure they fit snugly and are 

double-clamped. 
�� Every few years, remove and inspect exhaust manifold for corrosion. 
�� Clean and tighten electrical connections, especially both ends of battery cables. Wire-brush battery terminals 

and fill cells with distilled water. 
Inspect bilge blower hose for leaks. 

 

TRAILERS: 
�� Inspect tire treads and sidewalls for cracks or lack of tread. Check air pressure. Don't forget the spare! 
�� Inspect bearings and repack as necessary. 
�� Test tail and back-up lights. Test winch to make sure it's working properly. 

 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
�� Check expiration dates on flares and fire extinguishers. 
�� Check stove and remote tanks for loose fittings and leaking hoses. 
�� Inspect bilge pump and float switch to make sure it's working properly. 
�� Inspect dock and anchor lines for chafing. 
�� Update or replace old charts, waterway guides. 
�� Check shore power cable connections for burns, which indicates the cable needs to be replaced. 
�� Make sure your boating license and/or registration is up to date. Don't forget your trailer tags. 
�� Review your boat insurance policy and update coverage if needed. Be sure you have fuel spill insurance cover-

age. 
 
Make sure you have a properly sized and wearable life jackets in good condition for each passenger, including kids 
and pets. 
 

Remember safety on the water starts with you! 

From Safety Officer 
Lt. Rana Weaver, AP 



 
Nansemond River Power Squadron 
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THE NANSEMOND LIGHT newsletter is published monthly. 
Deadlines for articles is the 25th day of each month (or immedi-
ately following a scheduled Bridge Mtg.) for the following month’s 
issue and we welcome both articles and photographs of interest to 
our members.. THE NANSEMOND LIGHT published for the mem-
bers and member families of the Nansemond River Power Squad-
ron (NRPS), Squadron 3600, District 5 of the United States Power 
Squadrons®. 

Publisher: Cdr Bob Eure, AP 
Editor: Lt. Grace Brown 
     900 Gatling Pointe Parkway, Smithfield, VA 23430 
     Email: gowithgrace@aol.com 
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    NATIONAL BOATING SAFETY WEEK...Special Articles  Inside! 
 
11 May  1900 General Meeting     Suffolk VA 
14-16 May “Hometown Shakedown Cruise”  Suffolk VA  
22 May  NaSaBoWeek VSC & Cookout  Bennett’s Creek Park 
24 May  1900 Executive Committee Meeting 
     Eure Residence 
8 June  1900 General Meeting     Suffolk VA 
21 June  1900 Executive Committee Meeting 
     Eure Residence 

 
2010-2011 Bridge Officers 

 
   Commander     Cdr Bob Eure, AP 
   Executive Officer   Lt/C Mary Fisher, P 
   Educational Officer  Lt/C Lilly Stone, JN 
   Administrative Officer  Lt/C Mark Presson 
   Secretary      Lt/C  Brenda Wallace, JN 
   Treasurer      Lt/C Gail Aikin, S 
   Safety Officer    Lt. Rana Weaver, AP   


